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When | daily look at hundreds of these children who are nervous types, shrewd, knocking
themselves out brutally in a crowd, | think with sorrow and concern of this most important worry. What
will become of them? What kind of a person will this boy grow into when his educator is the streets—
his lesson is a pornographic novel and his entertainment is immoral films? From a boy to whom no one
speaks about God, no one teaches him the Hail Mary, who has no respect for the aged, nor does he
know how to slowly get accustomed to honest work such as duty demands? What kind of clerk,
craftsman or soldier will he be? Everyone sees and knows. Everyone is complaining and wringing their
hands! And it all ends with this!

There is nothing odd about the fact that managers of schools in which medical exams are done,
the directors of hospitals and orphanages speak with the greatest dread of the frightening moral
corruption among children and young people and of its continuous growth. The general plague of
stealing also alarms society!

There are possibilities of remedying this evil in the hands of parents and all adults. These
possibilities are many. The example of one’s own life—moral life, in the discipline of God’s law. The
atmosphere at home—clean, honest, surrounded by the ideals of Christ! Vigilance over the child’s soul
and insight into all of his affairs, on all of his paths. Not selling alcoholic drinks to adolescents. Become
interested in the question of care for young people, not only in certain institutions of society, but in all
of society. And what is most important—the battle for a place for God in the soul of that child. An
Important place! Rising to God through daily prayer, remembering the commandments of God, by
attending Holy Mass on Sundays and by prayer to the Blessed Mother!

During the past year, in Chicago, the police arrested a 16-year-old cashier for embezzling the

firm in which she worked, for thirty thousand dollars.
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As a cashier, she was getting a very good pay. She robbed this firm, not to personally use this
money for herself. No! But she had a 17-year-old boyfriend and it was to him she was giving money to
buy modern clothes, a car, and, in general—for good times!

In her first year in high school, she excelled in all of her subjects! But, she got in with a group of
frivolous girls who fiercely treated those who really wanted to learn!

She began to leave school and to spend her school hours in a juke shack. As she herself later
said, “I began to smoke and to tell lies to my mother.”

When the principal of the school notified my mother that for the past few months | had not
attended classes, and what was even worse, that | am being expelled from school, my mother was
extremely angry! When she had calmed down a bit, she notified me that | am no longer permitted to
leave the house in the evenings and that | must break all ties with that group of girlfriends who led me
off the narrow path of life!

My mother always spoke to me in a loving and pleasant way, for she wanted to win my full
confidence. | was the one who became obstinate and stubborn. She didn’t make the slightest
impression on me. | considered my mother old fashioned—that she doesn’t understand what is
happening—that she doesn’t understand me—that she doesn’t want me to enjoy modern life!

| began going out for good times and to frequent dance halls. At one of them, | met a fellow
with whom | spent every evening dreaming of marriage and a charming and blissful life.

It was at that time that | began to plan in what way | would be able to get a greater sum of
money! Then | got to work! She assimilated for herself 13 thousand dollars of which she gave 12
thousand 7 hundred to her seventeen-year-old lover.

It was for this that the judge sentenced her to a year or two years in a reform school! Sitting
behind bars, this young criminal wrote out the following six commandments from which other girls who

are frivolous, thoughtless, modern, progressive and sophisticated can benefit:
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1. Develop a closer and better relationship with your mother. Let her be your sincere

companion—“a real pal” and tell her all of your problems—even the smallest!

2. Don’t ever lie to your mother and don’t associate with such girls or boys who want you to do

things behind your mother’s back!

3. If you happen to so something that is evil, do not hide it from your mother, but tell her

everything!

4. Never deceive yourself with the thought that your mother doesn’t understand you! Your

mother understands you better than anyone else, and she will never leave you, even in the most

difficult circumstances!

5. Introduce your boyfriends and girlfriends to your mother, and from time to time, bring them

to your home!

6. Don’t daydream, but walk on the ground. Always be obedient to your mother and you will

never go wrong!

“I have broken every one of these rules, and today | sincerely wish that | had never done
that!”—calls this young criminal from behind bars. “If | would have been as sincere towards my mother,
as my mother was towards me, | would never have found myself where | am today—in a reform
school!”

Perhaps this public confession of this young Magdalen proves that in modern times, it is worth
holding on to Mom’s apron when it concerns virtue and morality.

A few years ago, a mother came to me. Apparently, she was very troubled and weeping bitterly,
she told me that her daughter, a student in one of the area’s high schools, went to school and
disappeared! She has been absent from her home for the past four days. Despite that, her mother did

not inform the police, fearing notoriety!
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From what the mother told me, | felt that this flapper is one of those modern spoiled kids who
sooner or later will burn her wings! | comforted the mother as best as | could and knew how.

She went home, and | went to the police headquarters for there were a few Polish detectives
whom | knew well and who had helped me very much before.

I told one of them the story of the missing girl. The police got down to work immediately! They
quickly sent out the information to all of the surrounding towns and villages.

After a two-day search, the detectives tracked down the runaway! They found her in a small
town not too far away! She was living in a hotel, along with her lover and chosen one!

He was thirty years older than she was! Truly, love is not only blind, but also deaf and dumb!
The end of the end, she was brought to Buffalo. Together with her mother, | went to the prison to visit
this girl. | saw a testy individual who was angry and gloomy.

She threw curt answers to her mother and they were short, angry and humiliating. She threw
me a look that flashed from anger, contempt and hatred. That incarnate hatred and inborn conceit was
spitting out pride like Vesuvius spits lava!

She didn’t deign to speak to me! When | called her attention to the danger and unhappiness to
which she is risking herself, she hissed: “You keep out of this! | know my rights and | will live my own
way—the American, and not the European, way! | know perfectly well how to handle men!”

Such a declaration from reddened, fattened and rouged lips of a school student!

Due to the mother’s heartfelt pleadings, the authorities gave the girl to the mother, placing her
under her care.

As to what happened later—I don’t know!

| return to the testimony of J. Edgar Hoover who proves that the delinquent actions of young
children lead to: a loosening of morals, a break-up of family life, numerous divorces, free love and a

waste of God’s gifts.
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What is worse is that all of this is written up in detail in the columns of newspapers and other
publications, on the screen in movie theaters and for radio audiences, and we have already become so
accustomed to that, that we accept that for good money. And what is worse is that the same opinion is
formed in the minds of impressionable children! With what kind of results? With unfortunate and fatal
results!

According to Mr. Hoover, one of the main reasons for the growth of delinquency in juveniles is
the lack of a true and honest family life! We can’t, we are not permitted to discount the harm done to
children and young people by the loss of old-fashioned life at home in which God—the Decalogue—the
Bible—and the Rosary were integral parts of a tight, daily routine of family life!

These priceless treasures have already long ago been expelled from modern families and were
substituted by movies, radio, comic strips, magazines, taverns, cards and alcoholic drinks!

Mr. Hoover, repeatedly and repeatedly advises the practice of religion in families as one of the
helpful means in stamping out delinquency in children!

In our times if children receive any kind of religious education, it is limited to one or a two hour
catechism class in school; or to a short Sunday session, called “Sunday School”. Little or nothing is done
to fill in those gaps or to apply religious principles to daily life.

These principles which are taught in schools or churches are forgotten at home. Parents are too
involved in work, interests, social affairs or they are indifferent and are either too lazy or they are too
egoistic in order to apply these religious principles to the daily activities of their child. That is why
children have so little respect and esteem for the law—for commands—for life and for property!

There wouldn’t be that terrifying wave of a new type of crime which lately school children, far
and wide are committing. | have in mind—vandalism—a deliberate, wild and barbaric ruining of other

people’s property!
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About a year ago, the newspapers wrote about an incident which happened out west. A group
of rascals, the oldest of whom was ten years old, broke into a chapel. With hammers they broke
everything that could be broken, and with hatchets they chopped down the altar and the pulpit! This is
a group of candidates for a career as bandits!

In Louisville, Kentucky, a family named Dodson locked their house and peacefully drove off for a
“weekend”! Then, an attack happened which newspapers called “A Baby Blitz”! What happened?

Two little sisters—7-year-old Elzienia and 8-year-old Katy dragged a ladder up to the dining
room window and with a hammer they broke the biggest window and jumped inside! Then they got to
work!

They smashed all of the expensive glassware, plates, etc., by throwing them against the wall!
They did not even forgive the refrigerator. They threw everything out on the floor, and then they
painted the four corners of the kitchen with mustard!

From there, they marched into a bedroom. From the dressers, they pulled down the articles
displayed on them, and they pulled the sheets from the beds!

The looked into the parlor and played with the matches setting the thick and expensive rug on
fire.

One of these little girls found an eight-inch knife. With that knife in her hand, she wandered
over to the chicken-coop and began slashing the poultry, seeing how the chickens convulsively threw
themselves into deadly convulsions!

They found a can of green paint. Dabbing their fingersinit, they decorated the walls of the lab.

At the end, they opened the doors of the stable and chased the mule out into the vegetable
garden.

Tired, but satisfied, they went home for supper. In the court for juveniles, they swore that they

didn’t do anything wrong “because we were playing house!”
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Just one more incident in which the male and female students of a certain Catholic high school
in the city of New York had a role.

A certain sixteen-year-old female student, for the longest time, was planning on arranging a
“class party” at the home of her parents. On Thursday, her Grandma died in another state! The entire
family drove out for this funeral. The party was called off!

But the invited “young shavers” and the invited “young chits” would not “lose countenance!”
So—what’s death? For such a trivial matter, to cancel music and dancing? On Friday evening, this gang
from school unceremoniously broke into the house through a broken window, and in very high spirits,
began to entertain themselves memorably. They danced to the music on the radio, they sang and they
drank! They emptied the refrigerator!

They went home, but they first destroyed everything that they could lay their hands on! The
girls, with lipstick, wrote various “hooligan” sayings on the walls! They all returned on Saturday and
Sunday evenings in order to complete their destructive revelry!

When the family returned from the funeral, they found their house—in ruins! Windows were
broken as well as mirrors, glasses, kitchen utensils, dishes, pots and pans; chests of drawers and
cupboards; beds were either damaged or totally ruined; coverings and tablecloths were burned by the
ends of cigarettes!

The walls were artistically decorated with pithy notices written with lipstick! It was estimated
that the damage done to this house was about two thousand dollars!

There’s something wrong in the upbringing of these children, both at home and in school, that
children and young people indulge in such wanton destruction, such barbaric vandalism! Parents must
put a brake to the pranks of their children!

| repeat after Sir J. Edgar Hoover: “The delinquency of children begins in the parental home—

and the cure of delinquency must begin in the “family circle!”
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November 30, 1958

| greet all of you, my dear fellow countrymen with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

In our times, man who was created in the image and likeness of God, lost his dignity, his
meaning and nobleness. Despite the fact that he possesses an immortal soul and a free will, the
teaching of a materialistic advancement pulled him off the pedestal between heaven and earth, down to
the level of animals who do not know their origin, do not know why they are alive and care little about
their purpose!

That is why modern people turn all of their care and concern towards their body and completely
forget about the soul!

st. John Chrysostom wrote: “You parents are the apostles for your families and the Apostle to
the nations calls this the home Church, of which you are the superiors and teachers. The parents’ lips
must be the books that teach children!”

Erom the time that faith weakens and falls among the people, the looseness of customs and the
damage prevail, grow and get stronger, first in the families and then in the societies!

No one will dare to deny that presently, like never before, we have parents who do not
understand their parental duties and are not the least bit concerned; that we have children who go
unpunished but are disobedient, stubborn and unbearable; that we have impudent and cynical young
people who allow themselves deviations and transgressions in every sphere of moral derailment!

Again | turn to St. John Chrysostom: “Every parent is responsible for the salvation of his children.
The Lord God will question every parent: ‘From the beginning didn’t | give you a child to your home?
Didn’t | establish you as a teacher, an educator, a guardian and lord? Didn’t | put all authority over him
into your hands? When it was still a delicate matter, | ordered you to educate him. How can you expect

forgiveness since you neglected that'?”
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Everyone is complaining about the corruption prevailing among children and young people!
They forget that children are not doing anything other than imitating their parents from whose lips like
from a feeding trough flow words that are rude, coarse, double-meaning, godless, and immodest! What
can be said about parents who are always quarreling and who neglect their religious duties, etc.?

But, that’s enough. Now to today’s talk:

“THEY MUST BE SAVED”

These are excerpts from a student’s letter: “Today parents give us so little time and they care so
little about the good upbringing of children. A young man very often returns home at midnight,
sometimes ‘under the weather,” sometimes even with money which he did not have when he left the
house—and the father doesn’t even ask where he was and what he was doing up to this time, because
he doesn’t feel like arguing with his son, or the father himself may not yet have returned from some
revell There is nothing odd about the fact that there are so many ‘street children” among us! We must
help them!”

A teacher, observing the bad behavior of school children, asks who is responsible and answers:
“There are so few people who take their vocation in life seriously and for that reason already in the
family home a little child becomes acquainted with all kinds of brutal names, often sees his drunken
father from whom he learns hypocrisy and often lying, making for himself with such examples a new
outlook on man!”

The court secretary warns parents: “l want to call the attention of parents whose daughters
daily attend high school—to their behavior beyond the home. Some of them treat this education as a
pretense to run away from the home from the control of parents, in order to be at ease in using the
world. Such a girl already today betrays her repugnance to an upright, honest bond of marriage and
makes up for herself other ‘modern’ paragraphs of life. She loiters in coffee houses during her free

afternoons, provokes men out on the street, drinks liquor like a professional drunkard, and smokes.
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From time to time she does not return home for the night, justifying herself to her parents with some
sort of educational purposes, or of her friends, etc.

She always has money explaining that it comes from allegedly giving lessons. She so cleverly
manages to lie to her parents, that they believe her boundlessly, and even should a third person call
their attention concerning her—they get furious!

Where is that Christian mother who, above all else is responsible before God for bringing up her
daughter, and at the moment does not give any thought as to where her daughter is at the given
moment! Would she surrender her care over her to the public locals and to the street? And that usually
ends up in a clinic, in a hospital and even in court and even in the care of police.

Someday, the time will come, that that same daughter will curse that mother for today’s
freedom and blind confidence!”

A certain woman writes thus: “I’'m all for scouting with my whole heart but we look with true
concern at our young people who are greatly unbridled; but our greatest distress is caused by the
behavior of the Boy Scouts, who according to the thought and “scout laws and commandments” they
should shine by example.

Not too long ago | was on a train when | heard songs being sung by a group of Girl Scouts
returning from camp. Unfortunately, the content of their songs applied only to a cabaret. Scandal and
outrage were reflected on the faces of all of the passengers. | heard various comments—among
others—that schools with co-education—contribute often to such demoralization! From my side, |
recall what Baden Powell, the founder of scouting had said, ‘If scouting was to be without God, then it
would be better if it didn’t exist at all’!”

One of the main sources of evil for young people is endless recreation, and this always with
liquor. Listen to what one youth writes: “Out our ways, it is very difficult to hear on account of the

immorality and drunkenness!
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The young people arrange many dances and musicals. At these affairs, they sing loose and
double-meaning songs, they drink themselves dead drunk and they play a lot of pranks! I don’t want to
write about these, for you can guess it yourself! And all of this spreads very quickly.

| don’t drink liquor, so | am exposed to being picked on, especially for the fact that | am poor.
They only respect money and liquor! They crowd around that person whose pockets are stuffed with
money and whose head is filled with liquor! Think well about this as to what should be done in order to
stop all of this! It is time for young people to return to God!”

Some other educator informs us: “What disturbed me among my students was their brutal and
worsening relation to sexual questions. Accidentally overheard discussions allowed me conclude that
these young people have no secrets amongst them, that they know all of the secrets of a life of sex, and
they present that to themselves in the most brutal manner.

In a conversation with some of them, the tragedy of these boys was revealed to me, who, as |
am convinced, neither their home nor their school gave them proper information and they got it in a
horrible form from these debauched and dissolute cyclists!

A fifteen-year-old boy, who before in a casual conversation with his friends, dominated over
them in his knowledge of the range of filth—he cried in front of me for his behavior and he fully
appreciated the evil of his actions!

A certain student, under the title I/ Am Warning the Boys’—among other things writes: ‘I am
young, I'm 22 years old and I'm studying the future that lies before me. But this future, on account of a
thoughtless step, became very impaired.

| grew up in a village in a very religious atmosphere. For my studies, | had to move into town.
Here was the beginning of my tragedy. After successfully passing my exams, | went to enjoy myself with

my friends. The result of this was that | contracted a venereal disease!
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When | learned his, | wanted to end my life, but | was saved by my faith in life beyond the grave!

If | am not mistaken, it was Krasinski who reminded us:
‘Beware to the youth, to whom it seems
That the glow of sin—the flames of love
For heaven and paradise
And eternal bitterness will be their existence’!”

Wanda Lakowicz wrote such a profile: “Soczyste” —“jucy,lush” among the murmur of mixed
voices in the hall that came to me from the crowd. Puzzled, | turned in the direction from which the
voice came.

Three of them were seated there. They were still so small that their faces almost did not even
reach the edge of the small table. Their short hands that were reddened from dirt were tilting big mugs
of beer. From the corner of each one’s lips, hung a cigarette.

A chit-chat in the style of older folks, such who have already seen everything, heard everything
and know everything!

I'm waiting at a trolley stop. Opposite me are the doors to enter the movie. The film
“Forbidden Songs” is drawing crowds. Among them are little kids—ages eight to eleven years. They are
ragged and pale. A few of them had faces—that despite their childlike features—some kind of turning
gray set in, simply old!

With the freedom of men of fashion, they smoked cigarettes and, with equal unconstraint, they
were arranging for getting their liquor. And their words? A grown person will not repeat them for he
would blush! And it is like that everywhere! At every station, in every waiting-room, at every piece of a
busy street. The children are living from moment to moment with the impressions of the alleys and

their gutter experiences.




