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Carl de Flumer, a 14-year-old from Albany, New York, murdered an eight-year old boy because
he refused to obey his commands!

Howard Lang, 12 years old, from Chicago, killed L. Fellicks, because he reported to the school
authorities that Howard had a girlfriend. Lang’s girlfriend was 16 years old!

These modern kids have entered upon a new operating territory and they are carrying on like
veterans. | have in mind — drunkenness! The FBI proves with statistics that from 1939 to 1945
drunkenness among young people under the age of 18 years grew 101 per cent. Listen to this letter
written by a mother’s hand:

“I have a sixteen-year-old son who not only attends high school, but also frequents taverns and
for that reason spends very little time with his books. “ Both male and female students crowd into these
taverns and drink beer and liquor!

You can’t say anything to them because they make nothing, neither of their parents nor of
parental authority. A son answers curtly: “Others are also doing this, and their parents don’t say
anything! Why are you constantly complaining?”

Another woman laments — “A whole crowd of school girls, and with them, my sixteen-year-old
daughter, hangs out in taverns and dance with the men to the music from a ‘juke-box’! | protested to
the owner, but got no results! These girls separate to go home about two or three in the morning!”

Psychiatrists ascertain that the breakup of family life is the main and true reason for the fast
spreading of drunkenness. The habit of drunkenness among the groups of children and young people
refers back to the environment of the family.

A child who feels that he is not wanted, that he is considered as a clog, that he is unwanted and
is considered an obstacle, and the other way round, a child who was excessively spoiled and had his
every whim satisfied; a child who was excessively and often punished along with a child who never

receives any punishment; a child who is belittled and criticized at the cost of his abilities and his lack of




image7.jpeg
the beauty of the lines and appearance of a more gifted brother or a more beautiful sister; a child who
sees that there is no love, accord or cooperation between its father and mother—such children, sooner
or later begin to drink and with time, they become habitual drunkards!

The second reason for the spread of drunkenness among minors is the enormous growth of
drinking by their fathers and mothers. In these past years, men and women, on the average, year after
year, drank to the cost of 7 billion, 700 millions of dollars, while the federal and state taxes rose four
hundred percent!

Americans—including parents—drink an enormous amount of alcohol! And that general
principle still holds—that children, as well as young people model their behavior on the actions and
behavior of their father and mother, rather than on the commands and prohibitions of their parents!

Statistics gathered by the courts for juveniles and by various probation officers prove that
children who drink immoderately and later fall into the addiction of drinking heavily, come from families
in which one of its parents, or sometimes both, are alcoholics!

We have a certain percent of not only foolish parents, but parents who have a criminal
character, who deliberately get their children drunk in order to enjoy playing pranks on them, while they
are under the influence of alcohol! This is no longer just play, but it is a crime!

At this point, it is possible that someone will come up with the reproach that in certain countries
of Europe, they have a custom that children drink along with their parents, and yet, no drunkards are
seen there, and the bad habit of drunkenness is minimal. | admit, | willingly admit the reason for this.

This is especially true in France and ltaly, but there is an explanation for this. In these two
countries, children drink a light wine, but only at meals. Not because this light, dry, mild wine has a so-
called “kick” and leads to unconsciousness and enkindles passions, but because it adds to the taste and
enjoyment of food. It is, in a way, a seasoning, a relish, a flavoring of food and belongs to that same

category as salt or pepper, sauce on salads, tomatoes and peppers!
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Such a little French boy and girl, and a little Italian boy and girl, as the years go by, can drink
many kegs of wine without damaging their system, because they don’t drink in order to get drunk, but in
order to eat with a good appetite. They always use a mild wine and they never abuse it!

But, in these countries, neither children nor young people in general, in these two countries are
drawn to the abuse of wine or any liquors!

And here, in our beloved country? Liquor is—a ground. Janusz Ostrowski was right when he
wrote:

“They drank yesterday so that there would be joy in their hearts

And to maintain that joy—they drank too much.

But they also drank, for a sad thought stirred up a storm

In order not to break down in sadness, they drank a lot.

When fury clouds the brain, the heart beats with vengeance.

In order to gain courage, the person drinks without measure

In sadness, in success, in happiness, or when worried

A man is always ready to pour a stream of liquor into his throat....

So every moment in life is a possible moment

When boredom worries people—they empty the liquor glass

A chill shakes one, a thrill comes through—for at least two swallows

They drink—without a moment’s delay, until they get accustomed to it

And whether it is cold or hot, during the day or the night

They drink already for regularity—and this with all of their might

‘To your health’!”

Isn’t there a way to stop the onslaught of drunkenness and criminality among the groups of

children and young people? We must remember that the usage of alcoholic drinks is a custom accepted
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by every sphere of society. It is a social custom that has been practiced for hundreds of years. To some
extent it is a world-wide tradition. Itis a symbol of hospitality, sincerity and friendship!

Should we forbid the making and selling of intoxicating drinks and re-introduce prohibition? We
already had certain personal and very sad experiences from January 16, 1920, when on the force of the
18" amendment to the Constitution, prohibition was installed on the American throne until December
5, 1933 when it was removed from that throne!

What was happening during those thirteen and a half years? Every kitchen, every basement,
every attic, every wood-shed, every barn was changed into a private brewery and a private alcohol
distillery! What and from what, were people making this?

People were being poisoned, were going blind, were being paralyzed—and were dying! Both—
the wealthy and the poor were getting drunk! Both—men and women! Young people and school
children! Being in style demanded that girls and boys carry a pint on their person!

Prohibition taught people how to drink! Prohibition is not a medicine and it is not a solution to
a problem. No law and no government is capable of withholding the making of alcoholic drinks!

To forbid the sale of liquor would be like putting an air-tight lid on a coffee pot in order to
withhold the steam! As long as there is a fire under the coffee pot and there is water in the coffee pot,
something must happen with the lid! If the lid is secured tightly to the pot, something will happen to
the coffee pot! Most likely it will explode and break into pieces!

We can either turn off the flame under the coffee pot, or we can give vent to the steam. In a
similar way we must find sdmething which will take the place for people of all forms of alcohol, for
example, as various forms of relaxation and recreation, or through a long education which may or may
not be successful!l But, these are the dreams of idealists!

What would help much more are sharper and much stricter laws that would punish those selling

liquor to minors and parents, who themselves get drunk and negligently fulfill their parental duties!
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However, the most important natural factor is preventing the further spread of the criminality of
minors is the family home; not that modern home which has become a restaurant, a home for someone
passing through and a hotel, where the members come together to eat and sleep, and often, in order to
argue, so that finally everyone runs away from that house—as one would run from a place where a
contagious sickness prevails.

One person runs to the club, another runs to the theater, a third runs to the movies, and the
fourth goes—only God know where!

They return to such a house whenever it pleases anyone like a crowd of hawks, in a flutter by
the guardians of danger. It must undeniably rebuild the moral side of the family home, based on the
Ten Commandments of God.

We always come to the one and same ending: give to God His lawful place in the family. The
passing of stricter laws along with a strong and conscientious application of these laws, along with a
proper education—all of this plays an important role in overcoming the growing problem of
drunkenness and criminality of juveniles, but the most important and most outstanding role must be
played by the family home! Maybe there are some who do not believe my claims.

Not too long ago, | was conversing with a young law student who informed me that a shrewd
person knows how to circumvent every American law, and he is able, with the help of influential people,
to avoid all responsibility! Schools, both elementary as well as high schools, produce young people
without any ethical and moral foundations! Thoughtless and silly people are coming out, without any
noble imaginativeness or inspirations or goals. They are just ordinary money-grubbers and money-
chasers!

The educational machine in America produces mental pip-squeaks and hunters for offices and

capital. Some advise that the study of religion be introduced into government schools. | doubt whether
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even that would help any, if the teachers and parents do not have God in their souls, at home or in their
daily lives!

No! Parents must learn how to raise their children. Then, there must be an understanding and
cooperation between the parents and the school to further form the character of their children!

American parents, for various reasons, especially on account of their chasing after the dollar, do
not find time and they have no patience—and often they do not want to get involved with the fate of
their own children. They are under the impression that it is enough to feed and clothe that child and
this ends their parental responsibility! Such parents have fallen victim to the materialism of the present
times, completely forgetting their own spiritual needs and the spiritual needs of their children!

And for that reason, evil and delinquency among the American youth is growing at an alarming
rate! Educators and government officials affirm that the waves of crime which are spreading in the
country between children and the youth, must be attributed in the first place to the indifference and
negligence on the side of the parents; in the second place, the school; in the third place—the street!

To these guilty ones, | dare to add—certain books—movies—and certain radio programs!
Parents, watch over your children! Be aware of whom they associate with and where they “hang out”!
Above all, give them a?od example! Then your children will grow up to be noble-minded and virtuous

people!
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November 23, 1958

| greet all of you, my dear fellow countrymen with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

In the month of January in 1948, Timothy W. Regan, the director of the Probationary
Department in the district of Erie, in the State of New York, in his annual report, expressed his deep
uneasiness concerning the fate of 175 underage boys and 62 underage girls — all criminals, who were
presently on probation under the watchful eyes of the county officials!

This report places part of the responsibility on the shoulders of the parents due to a “lack of
knowing and understanding their parental authority!” It stresses the negligence of the parents in their
“defining for their youngsters their time for going out and for returning home in the evenings. They
allow their children to do as they will!”

In the second place, the parents do not care “what kind of company” their children keep! They
don’t care what type of companions their sons and daughters have.

Thirdly, the parents could care less — where, with whom and to what type of place their children
go to for amusement! Fourth, these parents do not censor the various types of literature which their
underage children read, regardless of its content or level!

The basic and first help for young people in their battle for a decent and honest life must come
from the parents in the form of discipline in raising them along with giving them sensible direction!

If the parents ignore these duties, then all of the efforts and endeavors of the churches, schools
and of the state will be in vain and useless!

Society is also somewhat responsible for this sad state of affairs, for it does very little in
removing the reasons and causes of the delinquency of young children!

To the list of probationers there were added 98 boys and 40 girls, aged 19 ro 21 years of age. In that

number, a list of 35 boys and 25 girls who are accused of minor transgressions!
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It is no wonder that J. Edgar Hoover, in considering the 500 thousand crimes committed in 1946,
a great percentage of which that were committed by juveniles and even by younger children, he cried
out in anger — “Crimes are being committed more and more often by young people and the younger the
criminal, the more hideous the crime!”

From this point, we move to today’s talk entitled —

THE CHILDREN ON THE STREET

As the world is long and wide, there is talk and writing everywhere of rebuilding the towns and
factories; of an adequate feeding of people along with the lawful payment for damages!

Rebuilding, feeding, and war damages refer to the main material matters that are major!
However, little is said and written about and even less is done on the matter of rebuilding and feeding
the peoples’ souls or payment for the harm done to souls. For these huge debts there exists a constant,
stubborn silence!

Meanwhile, in this domain, ever more frequent crimes, terrible crimes, even in this
young generation which bears the high sounding title of “the hopes of our tomorrow” — Let anyone who
wants to, say it! This generation of brats eats away at the bottom of moral misery.

The long years of war not only led but formally threw children out into the streets; fathers and
mothers, driven by the desire of earning more money, went to the factories. Their children wandered at
large freely. They loafed about in the streets in the evenings and during the nights like Romanian
gypsies. The young people were reading about the exploits of bestiality and bloodthirstiness! About the
falseness and meanness of cynical people who are without honor and without human feelings! The
curse of war has pulled after itself a long convoy of corruption which exerted its influence on the minds
and souls of the young!

Therefore it is absolutely necessary to cleanse the postwar atmosphere, and get to work

vigorously in rebuilding the souls of our young people. We must make an effort to morally feed the
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young people along with full compensation as a reward for the losses that were dealt to these young
souls!

Here are a few examples from the swamp of youthful criminals: - In Auburn, Indiana, fourteen
years old Lawrence Hootman shot his grandfather, and then beat him with the butt-end of the gun.

When he was questioned by the police, he said that he did this because his Grandpa would not
allow him to use his automobile in which he wanted to go riding with some older boys.

When he was asked whether he regrets his murderous action, this young boy, while
nonchalantly chewing gum, answered that he wasn’t sorry at all, and added — “I wonder how this old
man will behave when | shoot him, and | also wanted to know how | would feel after that!”

In St. Louis, Vincent Reardon, a manufacturer of dyes, was shot by his own fourteen-year old
daughter, Marie! Reardon found his daughter and thirteen-year old Michael D’Arcy in a tourist cabin and
he was driving them home. His daughter admitted to the police that she had shot her father because
she feared she would be punished. Their automobile, deprived of a driver, fell into a ravine and broke
into pieces. This young “father-killer” and her boyfriend were both seriously injured and were taken to
the hospital.

In Beloit, Wisconsin, a gang of young bandits got together for the purpose of attacking and
robbing people. The oldest in this gang was eighteen years old. They committed an entire series of
armed attacks until the police caught three of these teenagers and put them in jail for the murder of 36-
year old Ernest Bradley, the driver of a taxi.

Harold Steinback, 16 years old, admitted to the crime with three of his companions. They had
planned to rob him and take his taxi. However, when their plan did not work out, Steinback shot the

driver.
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From West Bend, Wisconsin, we learn that officials in the area of Washington visited a dozen or
so taverns and arrested several tavern-keepers along with eight juveniles, who, in an intoxicated state,
were gallivanting to all of the taverns.

Milton Simonds from Pepperville took into his car the 15-year-old teenager who was standing by
the road, “thumbing” for a ride into town. When they arrived at Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, this
“bumbsik” pulled out two revolvers and forced Simonds to drive further to Pewaukee; from there to
White Fish Bay. There this teenager robbed him of eleven dollars and ran away.

The police caught him in a streetcar and found two revolvers and the money on him. This 15-
year old bandit was put into prison in Waukesha, Wisconsin.

And, here, such a flower from Zion City, lllinois! Because his girlfriend threw him out for another
fellow, John A. Morgan, 17 years old, hung himself in his room. They found a note in his room which
said: “I'm doing this because | found the girl, whom | loved, and she loved me, but now she threw me
over for another fellow. There is no hope for me!”

The father of the boy who hung himself, worked part-time in a gasoline station, was a Bible
student and lived in Kenosha, Wisconsin. He admitted to the police that just lately this girl wrote a letter
to his son in which she wrote that their long-term love affair belongs to the past —and as a result, this
youngster hung himself!

Here is a further list, from the past several days, of bloody and tragic crimes committed within a
circle of juveniles: Norman Pelletier, 11 years old from West Warwick, Rhode Island, killed his younger
sister because she refused to play with him! Albert Jones, 14 years old, from Oroville, California,
choked his fourteen-year-old friend, he raped two younger girls and he tried to rape a young married
woman, and while she was defending herself, he shot her!

Donald Mulneaux, 14 years old, from Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, shot a sixty-three-year old

woman, because he wanted to see how a person dies.
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Aaron Shelton, 14 years old from Langhorne, Pennsylvania, raped and then smothered a married
woman for whom he worked. Then he set the house on fire to cover up his crime!

Robert Houchen, 13 years old from Monticello, Indiana, shot his patroness, the wife of a farmer,
because she scolded him for being lazy.

Townsend Annes, 14 years old from Washington, shot a policeman who wanted to arrest him
for spying on young couples in cars!

Two young boys in Cleveland, Ohio — one was eleven years old and the other was 12 years old, -
killed the third boy and threw his body into a pond because he was trying to boss them!

Robert Snyder, 14 years old, from Rockville, Maryland, shot his father when he reprimanded him
for coming home late. At that same time, he shot his wife and daughter!

Chris Drickson, 13 years old from Sitka, killed his eleven-year-old companion, piercing her 30
times with a stiletto.

Frank Sell, a 14-year-old from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, shot his employer in order to rob him!

Leonard Kiter, 14 years old from San Bernardino, California, shot his grandfather because he
refused to give him money to buy a motorcycle!

Louise Gomez, 14 years old, from Sacramento, California, shot her girlfriend because she wanted
to see how people die!

James Webb, 9 years old, from Lawrenceville, lllinois, shot his buddy because he refused to go
home when James ordered him to leave.

Fred Smigielski, 14 years old, from Harrison, New Jersey, strangled his buddy in order to prove
that he was no “sissy”, because his mother forced him to wash dishes and his younger buddy made fun
of him!

Ralph Duchacek, 13 years old, from Framingham, Massachusetts, strangled Mrs. Swenson to

whom he delivered newspapers. Why? Because he didn’t like Mrs. Swenson’s appearance!




