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I have in mind the answer of the Polish Primate. Cardinal Stephen Wyszynski spoke warmly and
from the heart. There was a deep quiet and the Cardinal talked and talked, fluently and simply as: “I
think that | don’t need to explain to you what a great joy it is for me to see so many representatives in
order to tell you what [ feel and what | think.

Not too long ago | was reading some literature which the Superiors of Orders had sent out to
i
authorities and a copy of which | had received. | was struck by that great maturity and worthy argument
without the shadow of some sort of humbling oneself, corresponding with the duty of a free citizen.

| admit to you, my dear brothers, that what | read | referred to God and | feel grateful to Him.
However, even | did not presume that | will see you today. The wave separating us has worked, but it
awakened a community wave — the voice of the people. That decided the speeding up of competent
factors.

| believe in the power of prayer. The greatest benefit of my three years was prayer and this
brought about a discharge. The tension of prayer as a life-giving force brought about that the rock that
was thrown, although it was big fell and was thrown back by those same hands which had thrown it.

Had | known that that wave of prayer would stop, | would have rather engaged a car and
returned to Komnczy just so that that prayer would not stop.

God’s Church covered itself in glory, and God does not choose pillars of strength, but rather
weak instruments in.order to underline His own power. Therefore, if the Polish Church raised itself in
the eyes of the world, we must credit this to Our Lady of Czestochowa for her to return thanks to the
Most Blessed Trinity. But, we must be cautious, deliberately cautious in our words and in our
expectations.

God took the entire matter into His own hands. It seems to me that | would never have done so
much during the three past years as | did by agreeing to His will. | was reading the writings and the
letters and | see that there is opening up some sort of voice of the people. Perhaps some kind of flower
does not appeal to us but, we are here in order to improve things.

There was a variety of discordant voices seeking some other medicines beyond the Gospel. But
to no avail. There were also those who previously spoke differently. It is better that we did not convince
those on the other side. They convinced themselves.

One could devise a plan or one could conjecture and this that it is not fitting for a Catholic priest
to seek knowledge on the right and on the left. “For you are the light of the world.” It is not fitting for
you to stand in the vestibules of a legislator where ttuth'is sold by the kilo in these offices.

God sent a shock, an invigorating shock and an opening of everyone’s eyes. Now there will be a
more kindly time so that we would return to that apostolic style and fervor. We frantically need faith, a
heroic faith.
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Everything that was has its great sense and we must be happy. | was learning; | returned, not
completely educated, but | am not alone. Together we are going to build this Church of God. You know
what value religious life holds for me. Have a great esteem for religious life and for a religious vocation
in this and not in another family.

| tried so many times to introduce convents to cooperate with secular clergy. This understanding
and cooperation must be introduced. It is imperative and | am referring back to it. Do not refuse me
your help. You are very much needed.

Before noon | had the diocesan priests and now the friars. t would like to know above everything
else that | can depend on these two shoulders.

The Communist komanczak said: “that Poland is'drawing close to a thousand years of
Christianity. Let us reflect upon what it brought” he adds. “It shows that it brought a lot.” However, we
still need a printing press and books. But since the battle moves decidedly it is unknown whether we will
get it. We know that the Church is right and that it will not be duped for we have the trust and the love
of the people. We have credit! | won’t torment you any longer. I'll put it off for later.”

Father Lawrence didn’t tell everything. I, too, will absolve myself and will not tell everything. The
people assembled there knelt with child- like faith. The Cardinal, like Father made the Sign of the Cross
on three sides.

This had something from magnesium and fire. Just imagine some sort of unearthly, haggard face
and long, thin hands on the background of purple; something not seen on a daily basis. You would think
that you were falling before the Anointed of the Lord who blazes fire from the clouds, which does not
burn but united. Three years in necessary isolation made a huge difference.

He always represented the ideas of God and was an uncompromising spokesman of the Gospel,
but after his experiences in prison, his admonitions Have the significance of Paul of Tarsus. The Apostle
to the nations speaks through the Primate. Unbelievable things are happening. Only what will continue?
Even if hell itself . . . God will save Poland!
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| greet all of you, my dear fellow countrymer\x with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

We are beginning the 28" year of broadcasting this program of The Rosary Hour. The many long
years of existence of the program should be ascribed to the Providence of God and our people’s
understanding of the importance and meaning of the program.

| am stating that The Rosary Hour is a Catholic program given in the Polish language with the
approval of Church authorities and the Franciscan Order.

| am a Franciscan of the Conventual Friars Minor. In Poland we are known as Franciscan Fathers.
| was born in Pennsylvania. | am the son of a coal miner. | come from a large, poor family. God blessed
us with noble, exemplary parents who are full of dedication and sacrifice.

Today when memory digs through past incidents, the figure of my Dad appears in my
imagination because it was he who kept us in the rigors of the military. He is followed by the kindly face
of our deceased Mom, gentle, peaceful and understanding. It is in moments like this that some sort of
emotion seizes the heart and tears of gratitude fill the eyes.

'

| want you to know so that you understand that | come to you as one of you, from a poor family,
a poor Franciscan. | come to you with the crucifix in my hand, with the truth on my lips. | will speak in
your language, simple, clear and understandable. | will avoid the discourses of the learned, of
theologians and the discussion of mysteries; such things are not in my sphere. Furthermore, and | admit
this in all humility, | do not measure up to such discourses.

Also | remember the admonition of our Holy Father, Pope Pius X, who cautioned one of the
newly ordained priests who was to return to the United States: “Always be a compassionate father and
a caring pastor of your people. This is the kind of priests that the Church needs.”

Furthermore, | call these talks chats carried on in a Christian and friendly manner. Their purpose
is to cure, straighten out, encourage and appease; to praise that which is good and to rebuke that which
is evil.

In short, to point out the path to a normal, peaceful and satisfied like. To a life which should be a
small bunch of noble deeds worthy of a person who came from the hand of God for the glory of God and
for his own personal, temporal and eternal happiness for which he is destined.

From this point to our talk entitled:
HE RETURNED TO HIS CHILDREN

This first program of this season is dedicated to Our Lady of Czestochowa; the Mother of the
Savior, the Queen of Poland and the Patroness of the Polish nation, a Catholic nation for the past 1000
years, whose beloved abode for the past 100 years has been Jasna Gora in Czestochowa.
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That Queen of Poland and beloved Mother o‘f the people, who for the past 1000 years has been
for this nation the source of strength to persevere through the most difficult periods of history, the
source of faith in the triumph of the affairs of God and in the hope that after this dark night, the sun of
freedom and love which causes miracles, will shine over Poland.

In these present times, Jasna Gora in Poland is again the source from which a current flows on
the entire nation, the powerful current of rebirth. And it is exactly this moral rebirth that is the salt in
the eye of the atheists who are momentarily in charge of the country which throughout its history has
never denied Christ nor His Cross. It is exactly that moral power that terrifies them and inclines them to
brutal and sacrilegious deeds.

For 300 years no one had raised a sacrilegious hand against the sanctuary on Jasna Gora or the
Bright Mountain. During the time of the so called Swedish flood, Our Lady of Jasna Gora not only
defended her shrine in a miraculous manner which considered in a human way, could not be defended
against the superior Swedish army, but became for the entire nation a source of rebirth and courage
which led to the expulsion of the enemy beyond the'boundaries of the country and the return of
freedom.

Hitler’s Germans during the past war burned with a similar hatred for Jasna Gora, the same kind
of hatred which burns in the atheistic Communists of today. Just like the present Communists, they too,
then considered Jasna Gora as a hornets nest.

Till this very day, rumors circulate that the German command, during the time of the
occupation, tried twice to get rid of the sanctuary and the monastery on Jasna Gora. The first time they
intended to bomb Jasna Gora from the air, but the pilot flying the plane with the bombs suddenly
became blind above Jasna Gora and he could not carry out the mission. His sight was restored only
when he found himself at a point far from the church and the monastery.

The second time that the Germans intended to blow up this sanctuary, the long column of tanks
and heavy trucks was placed under the leadership of the same pilot who earlier was to have bombed the
sanctuary of the Blessed Mother. But, just as they were about there, this entire column found itself ina
fog that was so very.dense that they could not move further. The pilot, who was the leader of this force
came to the front and supposedly had a vision of the Black Madonna. He suddenly turned about and
gave orders to retreat.

We don’t know how much truth there is in these verses and how much pious faith and
imagination, but we do know that Jasna Gora has withstood during its entire history y all of the storms
of battles, sieges and attacks and we know that it will withstand all such in the future.

| return to a certain incident in October, 1956. This article was written by an unknown journalist.
It is worth-while becoming acquainted with this article. Therefore, please listen: “After three years of
forced isolation, on October 31, 1956, the Cardinal spoke from the fullness of his sacred authority and
with the dignity of his paternal feelings.
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The violated freedom of religion had shaken the entire country to the core and these Catholic
people had covered themselves in sorrow. But, in these souls, the fervor of prayer and faith stayed alive,
just as in the ashes of coal there remains heat and a glow.

Like a clap of thunder, the reality electrified the Polish reality. On October 28, 1956, the
Cardinal-Prisoner took over the apparat us of the leading authority, introduced by those same agents
who, three years ago had robbed the Cardinal of his freedom and his authority. It is therefore no
wonder that on the streets of cities, towns and villages there were crowds, rallies and demonstrations of
some sort of unusual joy!

On Monday, October 29, as a sign of his having full powers to act, the Cardinal celebrated Mass in his
own arch-cathedra in the presence of his own Chapter. On the following day, hour after hour, he spent
blessing the crowds in the courtyard of the Archbishop’s palace. The Queen of Poland had answered the
prayers of millions. That was Our Lady of Czestochowa.

First there was a prayer at her feet on Jasna Gora, the Bright Mountain. It was a long, fervent,
tender prayer on their knees and then, the first talk to the nation in the Church of the Holy Cross in the
suburb of Cracow.

Whoever was alive was in a hurry. The Hungarian blood flowing in a stream in the streets of
Budy and Pesztu called forth a great deal of excitement, but good judgment and the radio program A
Free Europe calls for peace and equilibrium.

The state radio, for the first time since 1939 is broadcasting in full the words of the Primate:
“Children of God, my children! | bring you the blessing of Our Lady of Czestochowa. Our Blessed Lady is
showing herself as not only a Queen, but she is also a provident housekeeper, solicitously providing for
the home. She knows the passionate points of our nation. Blood gives birth to heroes, and after a short
time, these are often forgotten. However there is another kind of heroism. Stronger than heroism by
blood is the heroism of peaceful work and self-control in the name of Christian-charity or love.”

A crowd of students from the University, the Institute of Technology and of Fine Arts are out
walking on Traugutta Street. They are talking and gesturing as they walk. “Did you hear what the
Cardinal said? He sensed the need of the moment perfectly. One can see three years of torment and
meditation. However, | fear for the future. Just don’t collapse. You are striking as from a sling, but the
one in the biretta said in a serious voice, “And don’t you remember that when in 1953, he spoke to us at
St. Ann’s? Warsaw swallowed every word.”

Then those subdued whispers into one’s ear: “Where is the Cardinal? Is he alive? When will he
return?”

When he was speaking at Holy Cross on the thought of the Gospel, he was calling the people to
peace. He understood that in the present circumstances, an uprising or a rebellion would be equal to an
annihilation and in every case an irrevocable disaster.
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The Cardinal gives wise advice because in this peaceful period lightning changes took place and
this in Poland with the proverbial saber-rattling that burst without a spilling of blood, without any blows.
Nevertheless, at all public rallies and meetings, they ilnsis_ted on freeing the Cardinal. There were formal
demonstrations. In the villages they untied the kolkhoz thrown at them and they gathered in the
churches for prayers — for our Cardinal, for our Primate!

Finally, on October 27, the Head of the Episcopate, Michael Klepacz, sent a letter to the
Superiors of all Congregations concerning the freeing of the Primate and many other spiritual leaders.

There was a storm hanging in the air. It smelled blood. That is why on October 28, Kliszko from
Bieganski traveled to Komanszy to personally free the Cardinal and bring him to Warsaw. Thus, that
very day in the evening, the Cardinal resumed his rule. | tell you, Warsaw went crazy. Peace stood
dumbfounded. The so-called patriots sat down. There was commotion, turmoil and jerking of heads,
especially among the renegades. This continued to October 31, 1956.

The Cardinal greeted and blessed the clergy of the diocese until noon and at 3:00 pm for the
male religious and at 5:00 pm for the female religious. The most interesting things happened during the
greeting of the monks and what is characteristic, it did not remain a secret. You do not have to believe
me but, there was sqmething going on there with the anointing.

The third point — | wander into the reception hall of the Archbishop’s palace in Miodowa. Inside
it is so full of people and the crowd gets thicker by the second. Some are sitting in arm chairs, but the
majority of them are standing and exchanging news with one another.

Suddenly, the noise ceases. Every one becomes quiet and serious. With his chain and cross on
his chest, the Dean of the Warsaw Chapter enters and a moment later, with all dignity and majesty,
enters the Polish Primate, Stefan Wyszynski, Cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church.

Spontaneously someone intoned Christus vincit, Christus regnat, Christus imperat! Christ
conquers, Christ reigns, Christ governs!

The blood congealed in my veins. The impression, was powerful and crushing and at the same
time disarming and impressive. Something like the overflow of water over its banks.

Stefan Wyszynski disappeared and before us stood in purple with a crucifix on his chest and in
full sacred majesty — the Governor of the Kingdom of Chist.

“Tell me how you got there. | didn’t know that you were so interested in religion.” “l was
walking on Miodowa Street when | saw, like never, crowds of religious or something | thought, and thus
| slyly asked some Cameldolite monk - “From where and why are so many religious being poured out as
from a sack?” He answered — “This is the day we are greeting our Primate.” “Aha!” | thought — there is
so much said about this person . . . audibly, however, | ask: “I'm just an ordinary civilian, but do you
think that | can go in? | would also like to see him!”
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To that, he answered — “You can try, maybe they won’t throw you out.” “Brother, would you
allow me to accompany you? That will make me safer.”

“Willingly and with pleasure,” he answered. “Thus, holding on to this Cameldolite monk, |
pushed my way into the hall. “ Until today as | am telling you this, | am filled with amazement! Truly,
interesting things happened.”

Thus after the singing of Christus vincit by the religious in black and colored habits, Father
Lawrence, greeting the Primate, said that they had never expected his dlsappearance but, at the same
time, in no way did they expect such a sudden reunton.'

A few days ago, a certain person told me with great joy that your return will happen within forty
days. Now we understand the sense of separation when your Eminence could not be with us. This led to
two Cross walks, that of your Eminence and ours. Did they achieve their goal?

| am not competent to judge, but who is more competent, Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XIl who
said, “Do not praise the day before the sun sets.” “But, we are not afraid of the sunset.”

It seems that the enemies were looking for the abyss. However, that abyss never happened.
After September 25, a beautiful literature opened up surrounding the person of your Eminence. The
religious and civil institutions of the entire world had sent thousands of telegrams and resolutions to the
Holy Father.

In Poland, your Eminence always enjoyed the love of your people. Now, there are no words able
to express that which has happened. Your Eminence, you are our glory and our pride! You not only have
our love but also our admiration. Our brothers who are unbelievers also join us in.admiring you. | know
an atheist who underlined the stability and fortitude of your Eminence. What further judgment can be
made of this fact?

On August 26 the pilgrims in Czestochowa at the transfer of the Miraculous Icon prayed with
faith and confidence for your return, Eminence. The first omen right before the Offertory, the celebrant
announced that he had just received a host sent by our Primate. Someone who was filming and carefully
observing, saw things which are not credible for the faith of the Polish people.

Furthermore, at the last meeting of all of the Provincials, three letters were sent — one to
Komanszy, filled with assurances of their attachment to the Cardinal and two to the government,
demanding his freedom.

Therefore, your Eminence, you were not separated from us and for this reason today we only
greet your person for we always felt your spirit around us.”

After giving his speech, Father Lawrence knelt to kiss the ring when the Cardlnal tenderly
hugged him. A sincere talk, but that which | heard Iater crosses the boundaries of expectatlons Such
things can only be lived through once.




