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Today worry accompanies us. Even hunger and a lack of clothing and shoes is a serious threat.
But | have great confidence in our Blessed Lady that she will help me get everything for my children,
even an education.

With my whole heart | would like to talk to the hearts of the faint-hearted, the weak that the
Mother of God will support e very one of us and will help us raise these children, but we cannot be
cowards in this obligation!

Truly happy is that person who recognizes the need for prayer and in every need turns to
God for he trusts just like that pious man who testified to prayer in Hymns in Our Home: “You who
protect the home from thunder and shame, who can measure what kind of power lies with you? The
home follows you with discipline and you give them more than enough bread!”

I now return to that which Jerome Giertych wrote not so long ago: “Every person who prays
perseveringly and constantly in life knows that prayer is effective. If it isn’t effective that means that
there exists some sort of great hidden reasons for this. Sometimes, prayer was not sufficiently earnest,
not sufficiently sincere, not sufficiently resigned to the Will of God and a bit conditioned by pride. ‘I
won’t believe in you, Lord my God, if you do not do this for me.” Nevertheless, it would be better if this
were not fulfilled. The Lord God knows what is good for us, better than we do.”

How many times we pray for things which are entirely not good for us. We pray for a greater
amount of money, of undertaking some sort of project that will give us that amount. Meanwhile, it
would be better for us if we did not have that amount of money, our life would be more modest, we
would not be able to buy various luxuries which draw us to material things and lower our ideals, or
simply so that we avoid later problems into which we are led by possessing a rather large amount of
money.

We pray that this or some other woman would want to marry us. Meanwhile, she is not at all a
suitable wife for us and the Lord God is saving for us a much better and more appropriate wife whom
we will love much more and with whom we will be happy.

We pray that this or that would be successful. Meanwhile, it is better for us in the long run, if we
would not even engage in that particular thing. Even praying for someone’s health, or even our own
health and life, we don’t always know whether we are praying for something that is desirable. Perhaps
death would be better for us in time. A death which would let us avoid something, some sort of
misfortune, some kind of adversity, some sort of break down, some kind of sins and temptations. These
are all unusual circumstances. Sometimes God refuses to hear our pleas but, He knows what He is doing.
He refuses for our own good!

But in the majority of cases, our prayers are heard. If we are praying for something, we receive
it. We receive that for which we pray. Even insignificant things, even temporal things; an amount of
money or as much as we really need; a lost object; a bus on which we thought we would be late.
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And even more so with important things, like saving someone who is in danger, for health, for
the success of the family, for the prosperity of those near to us, for a recovery after a separation, for a
successful and hone st arrangement of our children’s lives.

| sometimes heard from the lips of people who were not believers this doubt: Why should we
pray? God, if He exists knows what is good for us and what we need, therefore why should we bother
Him with prayer? But God demands from us the effort of prayer, frequent prayer. God could give us
everything that we need, without any work or forethought from our side.

He doesn’t send us manna from heaven to feed us, but tells us to work in the sweat of our brow.
For everything that we have here on earth, we must work with great effort to of work, of will, of thought
and of the mind.

If we receive quite a lot without any effort, that’s a bad sign. For whom things progress rather
well, for whom everything goes quite easily, is the one the Lord God exposes for a test. It is the same in
the supernatural sphere, our obligation is effort. God could give us what we need without our prayers
but He wants us to pray and to ask Him for the help and the protection that we need.

We are not permitted to be stand-offish people, people who are arrogant in their own work,
their own resourcefulness and competence in dealing with difficulties. Without God our efforts are
worth nothing.

They will be of help only as much as God blesses them. And God will not bless them if we don’t
care for Him. If God permits it for Satan to help them, as he did for long years for Hitler, Stalin and other
people, great and small, those of the same category as the o9thers, it was only for bitter payment and
for their destruction. We are not permitted to be people who are not pestering God. God rules
everything. Even the minutest matters belong to God and are under His power and you cannot consider
that these matters are too insignificant and that God is not concerned about them.

This is not at all the Catholic way of imagining God for oneself-seeing in Him only a faraway
Being, foreign and not lowering Himself to our affairs. God is in our entire life, in every movement of
ours, every action and every thought. For that reason, every step of ours should be taken humbly and
confidently under His care and blessing. Every moment of our life let us surrender to the Will of God for
we have rebelled against it and have distanced ourselves from it.

We must pray for own private, personal matters, but especially, we must pray hard each
individually and all together for public matters.

Poland is undergoing a very difficult time in its history today, and at the same time a very
dangerous time, but she is not deprived of certain slim hopes. Can we doubt in the ability of the Mother
of God to obtain for Poland from God further and deeper changes? And can we, because of this, forsake
father fervent prayer for the intention of Poland and her matters?

And can we really give up praying for the entire world? Now, when so many clouds are gathering
over the world and when such unleashed powers of evil threaten the world? To not think about prayer
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today are people who are not only dry, but also demented. For only such people do not consider that
their fate is in the Hand of God and that in the presence of the powers and dangers surrounding us, we
are completely helpless and impotent.

To the reasoning of the author, | add the admonition of St. John Chrysostom: “He who does not
pray is already dead. A person who does not pray meets the fate of a fish that is taken out of water; of a
tree pulled out of the ground; of a person, denied any food, or of someone who cannot take a breath.”




image1.jpeg
March 23, 1958
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Jedrzej Giertych, near the end of a very interesting novel — Wrzesniowcy — “The People of
September” in which he describes his wartime experiences, his arrest, his style of life in the
concentration camps and his attempts to escape writes thus: “One must admit that we had fantastic
success. | have only one explanation that allows one to understand this puzzling fact that nothing ever
happened to me. Divine care watched over me. It was evident that many people prayed for me. | was
somehow surrounded by some sort of invisible shield.

A powerful hand held back the hand which could fire at me, was confusing the steps of those
who could bring about my loss. | also prayed very much for those dear to me and | think that perhaps
even that helped to their persevering in a way that was actually miraculous.

From the point of looking at the present moment, one could sometimes judge that 1 am not
doing well in life. There were many more times in life that | was under the wagon, instead of being on
the wagon.

In things that are not essential, they do not go well for me, but in that which is truly important,
they work out for me in a most surprising way.

| constantly see the Divine Protection over myself. | see the good results of prayer, prayer that
moves mountains with its power. | always believed in the efficacy of prayer. | came to Catholicism not by
growing up in the midst of the traditional spirit.

Today my family has the traditional attributes; every day in the evening we say the rosary with
the entire family; in May we pray the litany and sing Marian hymns before a statue of the Mother of
God. My children are growing up in an atmosphere that is probably no less Catholic than the
atmosphere of a peasant family in a village.

But my childhood did not look like that. Both, my mother as well as my father came from
families that were mixed — Catholic with Protestant, and their Catholicism was not strong. They were
both people of impeccable, scrupulous honesty and they taught me that | was not allowed to keep one
penny if | found it on the street, | was not allowed to even harm an animal and | was taught that | cannot
lie, even in the most minor matters.”

From this point to the talk for today entitled:
ASK AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU

Man seldom takes into consideration the importance of his position. Man stands in the middle
between God the Creator and the world, because he has an invisible soul, created in the image and
likeness of God. He also has a visible body with senses.
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The soul predominates that is why man, feels that tendency, that pull, to get closer to God. And
he turns to God. This turning of the soul to the Lord God, to praises Him, to thank Him, to ask Him for
things, to apologize to Him, we call prayer!

Prayer is an affair of the soul, the mind and the heart. Therefore, prayer does not depend only
on words, not even on many words.

God complained about Israel: “This people honors Me with their lips, but their hearts are far
from Me!” And the Savior reminded us: “When you are praying, do not say many words like the pagans
do, for they think that in their many words they will be heard.”

The mind and the heart are like unto two wings on which we raise ourselves to God. Every
thought of God and every longing for God is a prayer, as long as it comes from a sincere heart. He is
praying then when considering the infinite love, goodness and mercy of God, he awakens in himself
feelings of gratitude. That person prays who by considering his own falls and sins. Awakens a sorrow in
his soul, promised to return to the straight and virtuous path and humbly begs for forgiveness.

This is the purpose of true prayer, mainly to give honor to the Lord God; gratitude to God for the
graces that were received; to obtain for oneself the protection and help of the Lord God; to apologize to
the Lord God for all of the insults given Him.

When the human mind buries itself in the contemplation of the infinite perfections of God, his
heart at the same time praises and adores God and this is a prayer of praise and adoration.

God, being Infinite Goodness, is at the same time the Source of every goodness which people
receive. When we mentally consider everything that God has done for others and for us, what God has
done both for our soul as well as for our body, than if we haven’t completely lost all sense of honor, we
feel grateful to the Lord for all of these gifts.

Further, even though the Creator has bestowed upon us an infinite amount of grace, we
constantly need more. We understand this better, the more that we reflect upon ourselves. Therefore,
let us turn to God with the plea. God teaches us this through the lips of the Psalmist: “Call upon me in
your day of worry, | will rescue you and you will honor Me!” And through the words of the prophet
Isaiah: “Then you will call upon Him, and the Lord will listen.”

Despite the many blessings which God showers upon us, we often forget about God. We sin and
we insult God. When we mentally consider this, we marvel at the great goodness and infinite patience
of God, we then gather confidence and make an effort to apologize to God.

This is what the Savior teaches us in the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our sins” our very own mind
teaches us that we have an obligation to pray and that prayer is needed for every person. Reason
explains to us that God created us. God gave us life and everything that we possess. Therefore, we
belong to God and everything that we call ours belongs to God.
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God created everything and therefore, He also created us for His own honor and glory.
Therefore, we have been destined to praise, honor and glory. Therefore, we have been destined to
praise, honor and glorify God. And we do this through prayer.

Having received so many blessings, this should awaken us to grateful prayer. Considering this, a
certain theologian states: “Probably only he does not pray, who lives on the level of an animal.” Even
pagans led only by reason, feel the need of prayer. Sometimes they have a strange imagination of this
unseen power, but they honor this power with external signs.

Therefore, if people who are enlightened by an inborn light feel the need of prayer, how can we
call those who consider themselves Christians, but not only do they themselves not pray, but they sneer
at prayer and call those who pray fanatics.

Such people can be compared to degenerate sons, who renounce their solicitous Father,
although they live in His house and eat His bread. Such ungrateful people God places lower than the
level of animals, as He called out through the lips of the prophet Isaiah: “Listen O heavens, and take ear
0 earth! The ox recognized its master and the donkey the manger of his lord, but Israel did not
recognize Me and My people did not understand.” Preachers often add such an example from life:
“Some French officer became a prisoner of the Turks. The Muslim never called that officer by name but
called him a dog.

Once that officer answered him in an offended tone of voice, saying that even if he is his
“prisoner, he still is a person and why then does he call him a dog? To this the Muslim exclaimed: "You're
a person? You're a dog. It is already six months that you are here as a prisoner and yet, not once have |

seen you praying to your God.”

Majdanski gives us such an account: “In Torun | took a night train bound for Warsaw. It was very
dark in the railroad car, but there was no crowd. Across from me sat a short young heavy young man. He
was returning from the English sphere and he was telling everyone what is happening there, and the
entire section listened.

He swore like a trooper and then he said, “The English do not pray, and yet, they have it so
good; yet in Poland, there is eternal prayer and eternal poverty!

Those who were present laughed out loud. “True! True!” called out a few. The rest of the people
kept silence. “In America people are even better off than in England, even though they don’t pray in
America either.”

Someone called out — “I, too, know such a creature and despite that they have it good!”
Somebody answered him from a corner — “As many times as | look into a pig sty, I've never yet seen any
of them at prayer. And even if | would have spoken to them and told them to pray, they don’t
understand because they are snooty monsters. So what do you say to that?” The smart alecky praiser of
people who don’t pray was silent.
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And the person in the corner continued: “A person may have descended from a monkey and
perhaps not. | don’t really know for I’'m not that smart. In any case, | do not consider myself as a
descendant of a monkey and | don’t consider any of you as sons of an ape.”

The Polish people, “they are the royal tribe of Piasta” we sing in the song by Konopka, “royal and
of Piasta” and not from a monkey. We did not allow Hitler to remake us into a nation of apes. And we
will not allow ourselves to be remade by someone like you into a nation that does not pray.

Furthermore, a person differs from an animal because he prays. And a Polish person differs from
all the nations in the world by the fact that wherever he is found, even if he was living in the most
difficult circumstances, he prays.

| know very well that Polish people are not angels. We have many mistakes and we commit
great sins, but sooner or later, almost every Polish person returns to the faith, which he not only learned
at his mother’s knees, but which he sucked from his mother’s breast. Thus, every Pole again returns to
God, because every Pole considers himself a child of God!

Sir, | and all of you who are sitting here and all thirty million Polish people who are on this whole
world, are children of God. Often, these are mean children, sinful children, but always children of God.
And by this they are recognized that they are children of God, because they converse with their
heavenly Father, because they pray.

And as long as we shall pray, as long as Poland will exist even if all of the atom bombs would be
aimed at her, still “Poland will not disappear as long as we pray!” And this is the most magnificent
democracy in the world this is that great consolation, a joy for all little ones. And should we then
renounce such a Just God! Should we not pray only because, the English and the Americans whom God
met do not pray?

“But Sir, have you read the English Catholic press? No? Too bad! You would have learned where
nations are going without God and without prayer. Furthermore, were you ever in America? No!” this
scoffer answered drily. “Then how do you know that people don’t pray there? You probably weren’t
lucky and met only such who don’t pray. In America, much is now said on the radio of the truths and
teachings of the Church and of the need for prayer.

Dear Lord, | sometimes had a terribly difficult life, but | always prayed, for a good child always
honors his father, even if the father is a pauper from whom he gets nothing. And how could I not honor
this Father, Who is in heaven?

And Sir, how do you think? This war that we had — what caused it? Was it because people were
praying, or because people are not praying? And in the concentration camps, who tortured the people?
And in the concentration camps, who tortured the people? sit those who pray or those who do not even
believe in God?

As for a wife — what do you think, which one is more certain and more faithful? the one who
prays or the one who doesn’t pray?
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And the children, that you will have — how do you judge? Which ones will take care of you and
respect you in your old age? Those who pray or those who don’t pray?

And a village administrator, the chief officer of a group of villages, a mayor or a clerk, a worker
or a Polish person outside of his country — what do you think — which one of these fulfills his duties the
best? Isn’t it he who considers himself a child of God and therefore prays with his whole heart and soul?
Isn’t it he who sees in the other person a child of God? Let each of you answer!”

Here is such an example which clearly proves the delightful results of prayer. The neglect and
the forsaking of prayer causes a spiritual lethargy in which many Christians in our times find themselves.
It causes a huge fall of all of the values of people’s lives.

Religious life, separated from prayer is anemic, asleep in a person and for that reason so many
fall under the burden of worries in the daily battle. But prayer strengthens a person and gives him
courage in the difficulties that he meets.

About a year after the war in one of the few editions of the no longer published, The Knight of
the Immaculate | read such a confession of a Polish mother: “Il am the mother of seven children. | work
as a teacher. Only God knows how much fear, worry and poverty | endured in raising my group of
children.

The heaviest internal battle and the most vexation was caused by public opinion and well-
wishing advice given me by well-known friends. There were so many difficulties and angry sayings sent
to me and my upright husband that it is difficult to enumerate them.

The fact that | raised all of my children | owe to the protection and help of our Blessed Mother
to whom | offered my children before they were even born. | had also offered her my life and that of my
youngest son, who even before his entry into this world developed heart problems and everyone
advised me to remove the embryo.

| said then that death also threatens a soldier at war and to run away would be a crime for him. |
entrusted the entire matter to our Most Blessed Mother. | repeated my Sodality vow and prayed
fervently to the Immaculate Virgin. And that Mother worked a miracle so that contrary to the opinion of
doctors, a healthy little boy was born and God continued to bless me with good health.

When the war was raging in 1939, my husband was imprisoned, our eldest son disappeared and
| and six of my children along with a seventh child - a stranger, a weak little four year old girl, and we
lived through a lot. It’s even too difficult to describe this time.

But we survived through six long years. Every day we prayed the litany to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. On Sundays we read the Gospel for that day and the Lord God did not abandon us. We did not
perish!




