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But, too often one hears the question: “Why does God send so much misfortune and so much
suffering on His people?” First, it happens due to the faults of the people. Second, in order that the
sinner would repent, and third, that the just man would grow in merit and thus attain a greater reward
in eternity.

The greater part of misfortune comes due to a person’s own fault. They are a just punishment
for a sinner. The words of the Psalmist are fulfilled: “Many lashes on the sinner!” In the Book of Parables
we read: “Hand in hand, the sinner does not avoid punishment!”

A theologian writes thus _ “A worker who is a drunkard will not get rich” and “He who scorns
the little things, will slowly fall.”

Let’s take poverty in general. How often it is the result of not only drunkenness, but of laziness,
debauchery, luxuries and incompetence.

How many sicknesses arise due to an intemperate life? “From many foods there will be sickness.
Many people have died due to gluttony and the cause of life is mediocre problems and worries almost
always due to absurd desires.

People themselves add to their problems, worries, bitterness and prepare for themselves a
purgatory here on earth, especially there where the husband is stubborn and the wife is spiteful, where
discord reigns.

If people would live with each other according to the way God commands, their lives would be
more bearable and more agreeable. But, people don’t want to understand this. Stinginess locks up their
hearts and their pockets; greed leads to fraud and robbery. And what doe envy, slander and revenge
accomplish? What causes wars if not self-conceited arch-patriotism, brutal hatred and unlimited desire
for revenge?

Perhaps there is no need to explain to you that all of these disasters have their source in original
sin. In paradise, man did not know pain or misery but man wasn’t satisfied with what he had.

God created and arranged paradise for man; it was man who broke and defaced this work.
Therefore, we cannot complain about the Creator. The Lord God called through the lips of the prophet:
“I do not desire the death of the ungodly, but that he would turn from his ways and would live!”

But how many are there of such who do not want to convert or return and they scorn all graces
and go further, arrogant and full of themselves.

The Creator, seeing that gentle and kindly warnings are to no avail, uses severe measures; He sends
worries and misfortunes and with these means He saves people from ruin. Sufferings are the best
medication for the sicknesses of the soul, as God Himself states when He says, “In their worries, they
stand before Me in the morning saying: “Let us go and return to the Lord!”
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There are also many such who complain that misfortune not only befalls the wicked, but also on
the good people and why is that? They suffer because they are people. If the good people were to be
excluded from misfortune, God would have to be working miracles continuously. We must also
remember that not all misfortunes are the result of sin. As proof of this | am adding the following
incident.

On one occasion the Apostles asked the Savior: “Teacher, who sinned, this blind man or his
parents that he was born blind? To this Jesus answered: “Neither this man nor his parents have sinned,
but that the actions of God would become evident.”

There are times when a good person experiences more misfortunes than an evil person. At such
a time is God being unjust? No! The Lord sometimes bestows temporal goods on bad people because
they too do works that merit a reward. For example, they show mercy to those in need, they are
merciful towards the suffering and more. Since God will not be able to reward them with eternal
happiness, He rewards them in temporal ways during their lifetime.

No doubt that God also bestows temporal goods on bad people in order to draw them to
Himself just as people do trying to influence and gain these adversaries by benefactions.

In the end, sometimes God sends heavy crosses upon the virtuous in order to test them. These
tests from God are really graces. “Gold and silver are tested by fire while people who are pleasing to
God are tested in the furnace of affliction.” A little bit of humiliation or some poverty does not kill a
person but, quite certainly helps a lot as the lives of patient Job and Tobias prove, whose misfortunes
made them even better.

It is always worth remembering that our temporal life is a bridge to a life that lasts forever.
Therefore, let us serve God fervently during the years of our short temporal life, so that our payment,
our reward, would be the greatest. All of our difficulties and crosses awaken in man the realization that
in the midst of his pilgrimage here on earth, he should not forget his heavenly homeland where he will
receive his earned reward.

In everything that we encounter let us kiss the hand of our Provident God, mindful of the words
in Sacred Scripture that — “whom God loves, He punishes; and He whips every son whom He accepts.”
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January 5, 1958
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

The office of the Rosary Hour receives letters from people of various opinions and views. People
of very deep faith write and also such, who either from weakness or because of people’s criticism,
abandoned their faith to such a degree that today they don’t believe in God, nor in people nor in
themselves.

A person who is no longer young wrote the following: “I was raised in a Catholic atmosphere
therefore | had Catholic views and opinions. However, when | began my studies at the university, | met
professors as well as students who scorned and depreciated everything that was Catholic. They
attributed the creation of the world to nature; the existence of the world to human intelligence. Out of
curiosity, | listened to their reasoning.

One of the professors said with a laugh, 'They are backward people who believe in some kind of
a fairy-tale that some Almighty and Merciful God rules the world and that He cares about the good and
happiness of man. If that is true, why are there so many poor and miserable people in the world and so
much misfortune? Why do so many people have to suffer so much?’

And | allowed myself to be convinced. | stopped believing that God takes care of the world and
people.” So much for this letter.

Now, please listen to what a 70 year old man writes: “Father, ten years ago | lost my eyesight,
but | am not complaining because God was very good to me. When | arrived from Poland, | owed money
for my ship passage. | had a strong faith, good health and a thrifty wife. Slowly we managed. We had six
good children who really care about me, and my wife, who is one of the best women in the world. |
accept that the Lord gave me a cross. It is God’s Will.

From this point | go to today’s talk entitled:
THE MASTER BUILDER OF THE UNIVERSE

The Book of Genesis begins with the words: “In the beginning God created heaven and earth
and the earth was empty and darkness filled the depths and the Spirit of God swept over the waters.”

This is followed by the description of the creation of light, the creation of the firmament, the
division of water and land, the creation of plants and trees; the stars, the animals in the seas and the
birds, the tame animals, the wild animals and the reptiles as well as the first pair of people.

God created the world or rather the universe out of nothing and in this way He showed His
might and His power. He created them for His own glory and for the good of all creation.

This miracle of creation was not to be momentary or transitory, but was to last through
hundreds and thousands of years as the Savior said, “My Father acts until now and | am active.” This
happens as a result of the Providence of God!
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Therefore, it is impossible to think that the Lord God, Who created the world, would leave it to
itself, that He would not be concerned about it. In that case, He would be like a father who, under the
pretense that he wants to give his children total freedom, would be totally unconcerned about their
needs. Furthermore, can anyone possibly imagine that God would be able to push away, to throw off
those whom He loves more tenderly than earthly parents love their children?

Just as it is a certain fact that God exists, that God is, so too is it a certain fact that God has not
removed Himself from the world which He created, but maintains it and rules it with that same wisdom,
that same love, that same justice with which He created it. Divine Providence is based on this.

The Lord God causes the world to exist. St. Augustine affirms: “When a builder finishes his work

he moves away from it and his work continues to exist even though the builder leaves it and departs.

That doesn’t happen with the world; it would not be able to exist even for a moment if the Lord
did not sustain it.” Hence, this maintenance of the world can be called an endless creation. Therefore,
we are not permitted to believe that God is not concerned about the world, since He created it and as if
the world maintained itself. No! for that same omnipotence with which God created the world also
causes the world to continuously exist.

This truth is affirmed by Holy Scripture when it says: “Everything remains in Him!” He bears
everything with a word of His power!” “In Him we live, move and have our being!”

Furthermore, Holy Scripture attributes directly to the Lord God that which the forces of nature
do, as the Psalmist sings: “He covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth; He makes
grass grow on the hills and herbs for the people’s usage!”

The fact that the world attributes its existence to God along, a historian writes thus: “For we see
that despite more than 6000 years that people exist on earth, the earth did not get lost and 6000 years
is a long period of time.

Where is there a work created by human hands which would have lasted for such a long time?
Pagan peoples from times immemorial created states, built cities, set up monuments and thought that
they would exist forever. But, they couldn’t lean against the teeth of time and they vanished from the
face of the earth and there is practically no trace of them now. Very rarely students uncover remnants
from the depths of the earth from which we recognize that they once existed.”

The greatest works of the people rises and then disappear. Why? because man is a transient
creature and cannot accomplish anything that would last that long. It is not so with the works of God.
They lean against the storms of time and last for hundreds and thousands of years, they last as long as it
pleases the Lord God.

That is why the Wise Man calls out: “With Divine Wisdom He led His affairs from the beginning
and He distributed parts of them from the creatures according to their species!”
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The world is not only standing, but it hasn’t aged. The works of people, as long as they are new,
look beautiful, fresh and bright, but after lasting for some time, they lose their beauty, their freshness
and their brightness. The older they get the more visible are their signs of brittleness and transience.

The matter with the works of God is very different. They do not grow old; the sun shines as
brightly and as beautifully today and warms the earth as well as it did for centuries, when it first showed
its majestic splendor to the earth.

The seas roar and make a noise and have done so for thousands of years with that same force;
the earth for spring adorns herself with a multi-colored flowery robe as it did at the beginning of
creation. Trees and shrubs, grass and flowers grow, turn green and bloom as beautifully as they did
when our first parents walked about in paradise!

Birds joyfully chirp in the air from year to year, fish in the water and animals on land are still to
this day so quick as they were then when pious Abel made his offering to God.

Angels adore the Lord of hosts today with the same fervor as they did when God called them
out of nothing. There is one man, not the one who was in the day of creation, for he is oppressed by the
results of original sin.

Then who gives all of these creatures new life so that they do not lose their strength? None
other than the Aimighty Creator. He maintains all of this, as the wise man says: “How could anything
continue to exist if you would not want it to? or What could be kept that you did not appoint?

Our Creator God wants to maintain the world, but not in the same manner in which He created
it, but He causes various changes to take place in the world. Already as a result of the sin of our first
parents, a change for the worse took place. The entire world, when it left the hands of the Creator, was
equal to Paradise. All of nature was friendly to man and gentle.

The original sin not only changed man, but also all of the visible creation. That this is what
happened in reality is proven by the words of the Creator God to Adam: “Because you listened to the
voice of your wife and ate from the tree from which you were forbidden to eat, cursed will be the
ground in your division; in your work, you will eat from it for all the days of your life. Thorns and thistles
will arise for you. You will eat your bread in the sweat of your face until you return to the ground from
which you were taken!”

Evidently the Lord wanted to maintain him, but no longer in the form in which He had created
him, but He allowed that a change for the worse took place, so that in this way He would punish
mankind.

In the same way one cannot doubt that the flood, which was also a punishment for sin, caused
new changes that were disadvantageous for the earth. God then brings about that the world which He
created exists, but only in that form in which God wants it to exist.
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God makes such a change or other, just like the master of a house, who changes something from
time to time in the house according to what he considers fit and proper. The world will also exist only as
long as it pleases the Lord God. Let hundreds and thousands of years pass by, let the greatest radical
changes take place, but the world will continue to exist as long as God wants to hold it in His hand.

But, even this is certain, that there will come a time when all of creation will change by the Will
of God. The Savior Himself foretold that “the sun will black out and the moon will not give off any light,
and the stars will fall from the heavens and the heavenly forces will be stirred up!”

When this will happen we cannot know for the Lord God did not reveal it and will not reveal it as
Jesus assures us that “no one knows the day or the hour not even the angels in heaven, only the Father
knows!”

The Lord God is concerned about everything that He created; He is concerned as the best
Father! This is what the Lord’s sage says: “You love everything that is and You don’t hate anything from
all that You” and “Father, Your Providence rules” and “the Lord still has charge of everything.”

True, there are people who cannot understand that God would take care of and be concerned
about poor and miserable individuals. It would even be unworthy of God to concern Himself with things
that are miserable and minute. Such people forget that with the Lord God, everything is small. In the
presence of God, that huge edifice of the world is like powder on a scale. God is present everywhere and
He is all-knowing, therefore He knows every creation of His.

Some ancient church writer wrote thus: “How can one say that the Lord God is far away when
He fills everything in heaven and on earth. Look at the sun! It is as though fastened to the heavenly vault
and pours itself out over all the countries yet is present everywhere and is full everywhere. Don’t be
deceived by a multitude of people. It seems that there are many of us, but before God there are few.
We divide ourselves into people and tribes, but in the eyes of God the whole world is like one little
cottage.”

Job understood this perfectly when he called out: “For His eyes are above all of the paths of
people and He surrounds all of their steps.”

Both the Old and the New Testament in many places testify that God directs the fortunes of
people. It sometimes happens that a person considers something as a great misfortune and it becomes
for him a safeguard before calamities. But people, not knowing that this is happening for their own
good, often complain that the Lord is lashing them with a rod. They complain and they weep.

Probably there has never been such a universal question in the history of the world as in the
past quarter of a century: “If God created everything for His greater glory, why is there so much evil, so
much offence against God in the world? Does God want evil?”

The infinite holiness and justice of God excludes any supposition that God wants evil. God allows
evil, that is, He does not interfere, at least not always, for it to happen. And why?
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First, because God created man with a free will. The wise man says — “From the beginning God
created man and left him in the hands of his own counsel. Life and death, good and evil was before man,
whatever he chooses will be given him.”

The Creator gave man a free will so that he would serve God not as a miserable slave out of
force, but from his own free choice. We are not permitted to affirm that that free will was not given us
for evil, but only for good. A person can to evil but then the entire fault falls on our conscience because
of free will which we are to use for doing good, we are abusing sin. True, God through His grace could so
influence a person’s will that he would not be able to sin, but in such a case, that person would have no
right to any reward.

Only he deserves glory and a reward who is able to commit evil, but nevertheless doesn’t , who
could omit doing a good deed, but he doesn’t in a word, who has free will.

It is also for this reason that God does not immediately punish sinners and He does this in order
to allow people to uses their free will. As St. Augustine teaches: “If the Lord God would immediately
touch every evident sin with torture or execution, it would seem that He is not leaving anything for the
Last Judgment.

And again, if God did not punish any sin that is now evident, we would judge that there is no
Divine Providence at all. If the Lord God immediately punished everything, there would be less crimes,
but there would also be less virtue.” Besides, the Lord God allows evil because He knows how to turn
evil into good. We have many true examples of this.

Didn’t the sons of the patriarch Jacob sin grievously when out of jealousy and hatred they sold
their brother Joseph to Egypt? But, the Lord God knew how to draw good from that for he paved the
way to glory for innocent Joseph and brought about the fact that Joseph saved his father, brothers and
the entire Egyptian nation from dying of hunger. Therefore, the reason Joseph said to his brothers: “You
weren’t thinking of me, but God turned this into something good.”

The brutal king Pharaoh ordered that ALL Jewish male babies be drowned in the river
immediately after birth. Who would think that this order would become helpful to save not only Moses,
but the entire Jewish race.

Or, even the crucifixion of the Savior which was a crime and a sin, and yet it was the
circumstance of the Redemption of the human race.

The persecution of the Apostles came to the point that they were driven from town to town,
from country to country. But, that gave the Apostles the possibility of spreading the teachings of Christ
in the world.

Who can count how many Christians were murdered by the pagans? But, the constancy and the
perseverance of Christians brought about the fact that millions of pagans became Christians. Finally, the
history of the Church and the persecution of the faithful prove that God knows how to turn evil into
something good.




