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People of today give God very little or actually nothing from that which they owe Him and
despite that they consider themselves as honest, perfectly honest. Isn’t that strange? Conscience,
common sense, the voice of the people, the testimony of the ages confirm that people always and
everywhere believed in God, hoped in God, honored God, maintained ties with God and found strength
and courage in God.

To those intoxicated by the lack of faith of our times, neither reality nor intelligence nor
common sense nor the voice of the ages nor the voice of God reaches them. They see nothing and they
hear nothing.

We are living in a time in which man made enormous strides in many fields and human
intelligence, with the knowledge and permission of Divine Providence made discoveries and inventions
of which the past never dreamed nor imagined. The power of the human mind assumed giant
dimensions.

We are witnesses of the miracles in astronomy and physics, in chemistry and biology which
change, improve and perfect the conditions of life almost from day to day. Humanity has gotten drunk
on knowledge, science and progress and no longer speaks, but shouts as loud as it can “l alone, | - I'm
telling you and that’s enough.” That not only circles in the air, we breathe that. Our food is seasoned
with that and we eat it and the drinks that we drink are mixed with that. Self-conceitedness and pride
are reasons why so many people today live without prayer, without petitions, without gratitude,
without the altar and without God.

Educators tell us of the corruption connected to atheism. One of them writes: “Contagious
doubting, a cold and stubborn atheism reigns today in all young souls. A shouting immorality is a
monster written up in the yearbooks of every school and in the memories of every child.”

Another testifies: “They are surprised at the immorality, lack of faith and corruption of our
times; go into the first better school and touch that alleged student, call out into the open that which is
in hiding, analyze that swamp and you will no longer be surprised. The source has been poisoned for a
long time. And since he was never a child, he cannot become a man.”

A certain medical doctor says, “It is often said that the level of the moral sense has been
lowered. | judge that it is so in reality and | attribute this fact to the premature corruption of the child
and the youth.”

People praise themselves for their knowledge, they take pride in their inventions, but all of that
takes place in a lower world, in a material world when we have such little interest in God and the soul.
And what do we know of the beginning, of the purpose and of the end of human life?

Thus, despite progress, despite education, despite inventions, darkness in the senses, pain in the
hearts, sadness and a lack of peace in hearts every one of us is a human being, a person and should
know where he came from and where he is going.

And if he doesn’t know how can he live peacefully since his mind which must direct his life falls
into uncertainty as to what life is and doesn’t know anything of that what he needs to know in order to
live out his vocation. How can one live peacefully if one does not know where he came from, where he is
going or what he must do here? When one doesn’t know then what is the meaning of man and the
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whole created world? When everything is a puzzle, a secret, an object of doubt and fear? To live
peacefully with such ignorance goes against human nature and is an impossibility.

“Peace, peace! Who will give me a moment of peace?” called out the writer who was a free-
thinker. “I need a flood of peace to drown my sorrows. But, how can one have peace when there is no
guide, not even the smallest star above one’s head? Now that one lives blind, empty, without peace and
without a rudder.”

Again, if peace is impossible, if discouragement and incurable sadness sleep on the same pillow
as you do, how can one have the strength to rule his own life and nobly and with dignity show his
human dignity? A lack of faith tears charm away from heaven and earth. Supernatural things are a
natural sphere for man; it is the core of his faith, hope and love.

| know that the human soul lost the secret of God’s life; the abyss now calls her and a constantly
speedier momentum distances her from God; one by one she loses piety, hone sty, and genius; shortly
she will be lying on the ground and someday in mud.

It is exactly for that reason people of various ages, state and vocations write that life has no
charm, that life is empty, that life is boring and tasteless. One of these wrote: “We are an unfortunate
generation, a people roaming in the immensity of doubt searching like Israel for a place of rest not even
knowing where to pitch the tent in this huge desert.”

That is why we are being devoured by boredom, our passions lead us astray and suicide, the
Satan of darkness lies in wait by our bed or he lures us at night to the bank of the water. We need a
stable bottom to throw out the anchor of our will.

We lost control over ourselves, command over our feelings, and the consciousness of our
strengths. We even doubt our own existence. Despite that, life is passing like a painful dream and runs
away like a dream. The minds of the ancient people thought up for themselves a sphinx who gives them
a riddle and then he devours the one who couldn’t solve it.

From the time when people expelled God from their schools, from the time when states threw
religion out beyond its boundaries, the sphinx showed up again in the modern world and devours
people.

Doctors state that a large percentage of people die from sadness and a lack of hope. Spirits grow
weak suddenly and they do not endure the adversities of life. They collapse. It is true that the average
person cannot imagine, moreover, he cannot understand how mortally sick modern people are. The
most outstanding proof are the terrifying facts: suicides are increasing; insanity is increasing. There is
sadness everywhere. There is boredom, laxity and despair at the bottom of all human souls. We all need
more humility, a lot more faith and the vital practice of the principles and teachings of Christ.

It is only then that our life will take on the face of a Christian life, warm and full, joyous and
satisfied, balanced and peaceful!
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January 18, 1959
| greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

With all legitimacy and certainty we can name the past 25 years as “a time of change.” Changes
that were quick, unforeseen and unexpected. I'm not referring to changes in material things. I'm not
speaking of progress in lessons or in discoveries which according to theories that they would change the
whole world into paradise where all would find peace and happiness.

The exact opposite happened, thanks to the perversity and malice of people. The instruments
promising happiness became instruments spreading deformities and death.

The walls of that promised Paradise on Earth collapsed because they were built on sandy soil, on
a weak and shaky foundation from the very beginning. They collapsed and with their ruins they covered
up not only the guilty, but also the innocent. The promised happiness changed and became a real
misfortune. The promised peace became a furious battle. Today entire nations almost all nations are
writhing in pain and suffering.

| repeat — at this moment | do not have these changes in mind. | am considering other changers,
namely, changes in the moral order. | remember those critical times when this confusion began to look
into people’s minds. The elderly began to neglect themselves and the young people began to rebel.
Prohibition time and the jazz era joined hands. Everyone talked about their right s; no one even
mentioned anything about duties. No one even wanted to hear about what they owe to God, their
neighbor and themselves.

The older people criticized the younger people. The young people complained about the older
generation. They all looked at each other with disbelief and a lack of trust. There was a growing abyss
between them. In the end, the home became everything except what it should be —a hearth, a home,
the family nest. Parents as well as their children changed.

Or, do the parents of our times look upon their progeny with Christian or pagan eyes? Do
husband and wife always and everywhere remember about the solemn vows they once made at the
altar? And what opinion do young people have of marriage? Do they have a true understanding of why
they exist? Are they preparing themselves to live useful and profitable lives? I'm not referring to others,
just to our own people.

What a change in the opinions and views concerning basic matters that affect the happiness of
individuals, families, society and the world. These changes reflect the confusion of understandings,

helplessness, reluctance and doubt.

Today, there is neither constancy nor certainty, nor satisfaction which at one time made
people’s lives more pleasant and helped in their efforts to overcome tribulations and difficulties.

Now, | continue with a talk entitled:
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THE ABOMINABLE SICKNESS OF THE SOUL

The home is the first and main cause of the non-religiosity of children and youth. There, once
again | repeat what experts say of our modern generation: “When a child begins to look and understand,
what does he see in his closest surroundings? Being 7 years old, he notices this and in his simplicity of
spirit, he questions his mother; when he is 10 years old, he is full of wonder; as a 15 year old, he is
scandalized and he makes himself a weapon out of this.

And it is not a joke in bad taste, but a bitter lesson for parents, especially for fathers are these
words taken from the lips of children: “Mom, why doesn’t Daddy pray? Mom, when will | be big enough
so that | don’t need to pray like Daddy?

Don’t explain to me, | beg you, that this does not happen, that this is not reality. How many
times | have heard such justifications and excuses: “My Dad doesn’t go to church. So why should we? Is
this obligatory only for young people? | can live without that, just as my Dad lives.”

Such a child who already at home is not nourished by the milk of faith and the good example of
religion then goes to school. Now, schools have changed beyond recognition. A true school is a religious
church that is moral, intellectual. Have we tightly closed the doors and gates of our schools to keep out
infections which could poison the dignity, meaning and nobility of children? Have we sealed the chinks
of the school windows in order to save the children and youth from the exhalations that poison the
minds, hearts and souls of the young people? From the bacilli multiplied in the heads of barbarians,
non-believers, cynics and atheists?

Right now, | have in mind the schools of various countries, States and governments that have
opened the doors of schools and the windows of classes, for what? Is it so that their students would be
able to inhale the intellectual and spiritually fresh and morally healthy air? No way!

It is done solely in order to throw out God with His commandments and Christ with His
teachings. As a result of which, what has happened with our children and our youth? Again | reach for
the pronouncements of one of the writers of the mid-nineteenth century who wrote: “In imitation of
those children of barbarians who, immediately after birth were plunged alternately in hot water and
then ice water in order to anaesthetize their skin from the effects of weather. Today a child is thrown
from faith to unbelief and the reverse.

A child comes from a home where his father is perhaps a believer or maybe a sceptic, he heard
how the mother affirmed that which the father denied; the child goes to school divided in spirit and
tendency. He probably would have need of two souls, but he has only one. They pull it and shake it from
various sides. There is great confusion in the child’s mind. Shreds of it stay, some by faith others by his
knowledge.

The child is puzzled by this contradiction; he begins to think that they are playing a great
comedy before him; that society doesn’t believe in anything that it teaches; that it has two faiths and
two sets of morals; one faith and one God for children and another faith and another God for young
people; and perhaps yet a different faith and another God for adults.

These thoughts depress him. His faith is fading, his mind congeals. His soul becomes arid and his
zeal changes into indifference or discouragement. This was written 117 years ago!
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Let us listen to the testimony of a modern and impartial witness who called out - “Since | was
still young, | was touched by a huge moral sickness. | shall tell you what was happening with me for
three years. If | was the only one that got sick, | would keep silent; but since many others suffer from
this same sickness, | am writing for them . . .

| was not even 16 years old when | no longer believed in anything. Neither as a child, nor being
in school, I never went to church; my religion, if | had such was without ritual, without any symbol; |
simply believed in some kind of indefinite God without any cult, without any apparitions.

Poisoned from childhood by irreligious writings | drew from them the venom of atheism. Human
pride, that god of egoists, closed my lips to prayer and my frightened soul calmed itself with the hope of
nothingness. And admit ting that so sincerely did not make an exception. This was the general situation.

Just like that soldier who when asked in whom he believes, answered — ‘In myself!’ — the youth
had a similar answer ready: ‘l don’t believe in anything, absolutely.”

Who would dare to say what was happening at that time in the schools?” adds the above
mentioned author. “People doubted everything, young people were leaving school with a serene brow,
a fresh, healthy face and with blasphemies on their lips. Hearts withered like faded flowers. Insensibility
pervaded everyone and everything. Fifteen year old children led in the budding thicket of conversations,
capable of shaking the fixed groves with terror.

The communions or hosts of Christ, that eternal symbol of heavenly love, served as seals or
stamps for letters. Children were spitting out the Bread of God.”

Was there a change for the better in the last quarter of a century? Atheism flourished in the
educational institutions of every country. Within the walls of schools it poisoned and broke the young
people of every nationality.

We had, and unfortunately we have teachers at the present time who, regardless of the
material they teach, they teach that there is not God, there is no soul, there is no difference between
good and evil. Free will is a delusion and therefore a person has no responsibility.

That the brain emits thoughts in the same way as the glands of the throat emits saliva or just as
the stomach discharges juices needed to digest foods. That virtue is a sign of weakness and debasement.
That man created a God for himself. They argued and argue that low impulses and passions stick in
man’s mature and everything that is in nature is good and praiseworthy.

That a person who is narrow minded, a bigot and one-sided reminds us of something about
morality, about conscience, of the obligation of keeping some kind of God’s commandments drawn up
in the times of backwardness and darkness. Therefore, we had and we have schools without God which
formed and form atheistic generations.

A child who is fed at home with the milk of coldness and religious indifference and later in
schools filled with lessons of unbelief and atheism, does not have and can’t have a stable and solid
ground beneath his feet. He has no point of stability for the future.
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A very influential role in the life of young people is played by the modern press, the modern
theater, modern movies and the present radio. The press, sensational daily papers, immoral magazines,
risque printed matter, pamphlets and books of suspicious content matter create a daily feast that is
regular, very indigestible and not healthy for sensitive minds; the theater and movies in which the
sanctity of marriage is lowered and divorces are praised; where a third person, a rival always wins;
where two children in a family is held up as a praiseworthy example of a modern family because more
children would be an obstacle in a social life.

Thus, the theater and the movies which discuss free love, a trial marriage and several other
filthy and disgusting themes, which often stand like a bone in one’s throat are acceptable. It seems
sometimes that all of the educational factors devised a plot and are standing on the look-out by the crib,
over the hearth of the home, on the threshold of the university looking out over the ensnaring of the
minds, hearts and souls of the young people.

Children without faith grow up to be unbelieving young people; this one again with time grows
up and assumes the head position and prominent role in public life as well as in political life. As a result,
abuse in public life. From the public arena, all feelings of honor and honesty have been thrown out; the
officials consider their posts as cribs and troughs of profit, regardless of the troubled sources and the
unclear methods. They cling to their foundations just as a flea clings to a dog or as a mosquito clings to a
person in order to feed itself with human tears, sweat and blood.

When we raise the curtain a little which veils modern politics and modern diplomacy, we see a
duplicity, deceit and falsehood along with fraud, blackmail and treachery because in these supposedly
head individuals there is neither honor, nor faith, nor truth, nor any feeling of justice.

The most sacred matters are betrayed by secret agreements behind doors that are tightly
closed; honorable signatures are broken and go unpunished under the flimsiest excuses. The entire
world today, perhaps with the exception of the United States, and | say that with certain reservations,
creates an army that is armed, whereas among the savages and barbarians, the law of the iron fist and
the shoe full of nails decides the right of the strongest. Hence, the many cruel illegal actions under which
the people not only bend and sway and limp, but under the weight of such, he breaks down and falls.

If people who are in their prime of age and reason are not in the state of enduring stress and
the stuffiness of trucks in present times t hen how can modern young people of weakened minds that
are developed in improper ways resist? They are of a feverish heart beating in the direction of missing
trinkets, of a shaky conscience that is hazy with falsehoods, of religious feelings exhausted by
uncertainties, doubts and a lack of trust.

Thus, in the midst of a general moral and mental fall and to some degree a material fall, or in
the midst of an emptiness brought on by a lack of faith, the exceptions are not many and are
inconspicuous.

The huge, magnificent ship of faith in God, in the Savior Christ, in the soul was shattered against
the underwater reefs and cliffs so that one could repeat after the Roman poet . .. “some appeared
swimming in the general abyss.”

When a young man, without thinking denies everything, and being inexperienced, he feverishly
throws away all that he had learned at his mother’s knee and all of what he had believed in with the
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naive childish faith at his mother’s word, what will he do now, when with single movement of his will ,
by one stroke of foolishness he cut the silken cord uniting him with the Creator and he changed the
temple of faith into ashes, or will he begin to do some building in order to fill the emptiness in his mind,
conscience, heart and soul?

He will, not only not rebuild anything; he doesn’t feel the need for rebuilding. He will urge
modern life into a whirl; he will occupy himself with the affairs of life, with measures to accumulate
property and fortunes.

He will be thinking about careers, about income, about his social life, about amusements, about
conveniences and ways of indulging himself. He will indulge himself in everything and will allow himself
everything —and why not?

For him there is not God, no soul, no heaven, no hell. True- people still exist, but no longer as
fellow creatures, but only as the rungs of a high ladder on which he is pushing and pushing himself to
the highest point of honor, dignity and glory. Thus, he lives through 20, 30, 40 and maybe 50 years.

During that entire time that is so precious and not utilized, he will not deny anything, he will not
affirm anything because his life’s duties do not give him even a moment of time to think about God and
the matters of God.

His spiritual organism fell into lethargy, into a deep sickly sleep which borders on the state of
apparent death. His hunger of heart, mind and soul for God already died within him. He lives like an
automatic device from day to day.

If you ask him why he doesn’t pray or why he doesn’t fast he will answer that he doesn’t
know. Or he will affirm that it is because he did not pray yesterday, last month, last year or during the
previous years.

Because at one time, perhaps a long time ago, he stopped praying and he himself does
not know why. Maybe it was because his companions don’t pray, maybe it was because his teachers
scoffed at prayer, or maybe it was because his father never said prayers and didn’t even bless himself at
the table. There is no other reason or explanation. Maybe he even admits that he believes in God and
that he does not deny the existence of God. And it ends with this. He still sleeps for there is no God in
his life.

The heart of such a person is like that old palace that is empty with tightly closed shutters whose
owners died and the family, having nailed shut the doors and windows, moved to Florida or California;
the spirit of such is like that temple from which God was chased out, altars were thrown out, the lights
were turned off and the incense was muffled.

In the past hundreds of years a lack of faith brought about falls in virtue, especially excesses
against morality. An atheist therefore called out horror and repugnance. In our times, crowds fall into
this lethargy of a lack of faith and among them are sincere people who are not corrupt, who for years,
long years, have not fulfilled any of the simplest duties as regards God. A French poet wrote to his son
saying — “I hope that by trying to be a perfectly honest person, you understand that the first condition
for this is to give to God what belongs to God.”




