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Thus, some people consider themselves to be merciful when from time to time they throw a few
cents to a beggar. Others, when they offer a few dollars for the building of upkeep of some charitable
institution even if they do this with open reluctance and distaste and often they don’t spare bitter
reproaches on those who with a certain dedication and humility come with their plea in the name of the
poor, the orphans, the aged and the sick. There are also such people who consider themselves to be
merciful when they attend some sort of affair arranged for a charitable purpose.

There is also no lack of such people who with words deplore the misfortune of a neighbor, but
they won’t even lift a finger to help them.

All of these do not portray the kind of mercy that our faith demands of us. They do not even
smell of Christian mercy. For the foundation of Christian mercy is not merciful words, nor is it just one
action, but it involves actions; they are constant, permanent and life-giving. Good intentions are not
enough.

Actions that are truly merciful not only possess an inner value, but they give others a good
example and draw them to do good.

Be merciful at all times. Where there is no mercy God is also not there. | repeat: “Always be
mercifull” It is the duty of every Christian to fulfill acts of mercy not only regarding the soul, but also
concerning the neighbor’s body. The human body also has a certain value.

Once more | refer to Skarga who reminded his listeners: “Let us all be merciful because without
this virtue no other virtue is pleasing to God. Without mercy nothing carries any weight, neither purity,
nor fasting, nor justice. Everyone is obligated to practice this virtue. Not everyone can fast or pray for
long periods of time, nor spill their blood for Christ, but everyone can be merciful in order to drive away
the human misery of a neighbor.

If you can’t give a lot so that your brother would not suffer misery then give a little. Jesus, being
very poor had a money bag which Judas carried. From it He took alms and shared with the poor. Isn’tit a
great sin for us to spend $100 on one table for guests and then give nothing to the poor?

What do you gain when you treat a rich person and he says: “I have much better wine at home.”
When you treat the poor to one meal, God says to you: will repay you. You have treated Me.”

If it is intelligent to bring drinks from far away and pay so much money for them and use them
to treat those who need them the least and would rather drink and could be healthy; and they would be
healthier without these drinks.

It is so expensive for people to drink. What he swallows is the money — a double loss. As though
there was nothing to which it could be given.

Build your cities, towers and castles; prepare your armor, powders and divisions if you do not
want to grant churches, hospitals and schools. God did not want to show honor to the wealthy in order
to teach us the use of the poor and modest. God gave you enough; don’t devour everything, don’t waste
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your possessions and money on wine and food. Don’t use it all liberally for then you will be thirsty in hell
with the rich man.”

That which was blame-worthy and punishable during the times of Skarga is still blame-worthy
and punishable in our times. That which was honorable then is still honorable today. Acts of mercy
concerning the body we can summarize in the obligation to give alms. This obligation arises above all
from the law of nature; ”Everything that you want others to do for you, you do all of that also for them.”

We expect mercy from God; we expect mercy from people because it is very difficult for us to
live without the help of others. Furthermore, all of us are beggars to some degree.

From life’s experience we know that the Creator bestowed an unusually acute intelligence on
some people so that they would teach and enlighten others; God bestowed upon others courage and
strength so that they would defend those who were weak; to others God gave the opportunity to gain
goods and property in order to be the protectors of those who were poorer than they were and so that
they would use their earthly goods for the benefit of the poor and needy.

The fact that showing mercy is an order and not just a suggestion, we recognize from the many
quotations from both the Old and the New Testaments. It suffices to quote the threatening words of the
Savior and the terrible threat of the Apostle James. “You wicked servant, | forgave you all of your debt
because you begged Me. Shouldn’t you then have had pity on your companion just as | had pity on
you?” and “a judgment of justice on him who did not practice mercy!”

Let me add the warnings from three writers of the Church. St. Basil affirms: “All the times that
you do not support the poor when you are able to do so, that is how many times you allow yourself to
be robbed.”

Leo the Great reminded us: “Mercy is such a great virtue that without it all the other virtues are
meaningless.”

St. John Chrysostom says: “It was not for this that you took the property in order for you alone to
squander it on feasting, but so that you could share what is left over with the servants of the Lord.”

The obligation of giving alms is so strict that some say that for charitable assistance, one must give at
least a twentieth part of one’s clear profit. A general principle is the reminder of Tobias: “In whatever
way you can, be merciful. If you will have much give generously; if you will have little, willingly share
even that little.”

St. Jerome says: “Consider alms not as an expense, but as an income; as profit and not as a loss
because for that which you gave out you will receive much more.”

Our fathers used to say: “Mass does not force us, fasting does not tire us, giving alms does not
make us poor.” Therefore, let us fulfill acts of mercy as long as we have the time.
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January 12, 1958
| greet all of you, my dear fellow countrymen with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Today, after my opening words, | reach into antiquity. | open the book of the history of the
Church and | read: “In the Catholic Church, people always practiced charitableness, mercy and pity.
These three expressions of love of neighbor existed in the daily life of Christians.

During the three hundred years after the death of Christ, when to be a believer in the teachings
of the merciful Teacher from Nazareth meant a verdict of torture and death; when the believers in the
Christian religion had to hide underground, hide in catacombs, even in times of endless persecutions,
there existed a holocaustal custom that when a person of outstanding heritage, or a very wealthy state
was becoming Catholic, such a person sold his belongings and expensive items and put the money
received from these sales at the feet of the deacons to provide for the poor, the widows and the
orphans. From his profit he only kept an amount of money necessary for maintaining a simple and
modest life style.

We also have such an example. When the deacon St. Lawrence sat in a dark cell awaiting death,
the head jailer learned that the enormous riches of the believers of the teachings of Christ were to be
found in the hands of the condemned man.

He, therefore, ordered that the condemned man be brought to him. He spoke to him harshly
and presumptuously: “Tell me, is it true what | hear that the Church of the Christians, of which you are a
member, possesses great riches?”

“Definitely,” echoed the response. “Therefore,” continued the jailer, “I will spare your life under
the condition that you will gather it all and deliver it all into my hands.”

The deacon left. He searched out the blind and the lame; he gathered together the poor, the
elderly and the sick. They formed quite a crowd.

The deacon notified the jailer that he had fulfilled his command; the jailer, very happy, came
running believing that soon he will be the owner of the entire treasure of the Christians. But instead, he
saw a crowd of people who were sick, crippled, miserable and in ragged clothing. Then he heard the
kind voice of the deacon: “Just look! These, and this kind are the wealth of the believers in the teachings
of Christ! And these are the only riches of the Church!”

From this point we proceed to our talk entitled:
| DESIRE MERCY!

One of the many great arguments which the Catholic Church has given and gives the world with
a certain pride and satisfaction to prove its authenticity as well as its divine mission, one of the most
vocal and most difficult arguments to overthrow is its spirit of mercy, its spirit of love and spirit of alms
for the mentally handicapped, the sick and the poor.
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The Lord Jesus prophesied that the world will recognize His true disciples by their works of love
and mercy. Love, therefore, was always as it were its password and mercy was always the motto of the
Catholic faith.

Furthermore, already in the Old Testament God called: “I command you to open your hand to
your brother who is poor and in need, who lives with you on earth.”

In the face of such a clear and solemn order from God the Creator, how can anyone not think
about the need of performing acts of mercy and pity towards the needy?

It is true faith is the indispensable condition for salvation. True, hope is a helper on the path to
salvation. Despite that, neither faith nor hope will lead us to the gates of happiness beyond those of
earth and eternity.

That isn’t enough! A sacrificial love is needed which must definitely and constantly show itself
externally in acts of mercy, pity towards the poor and the needy. Christ has reminded us so many times:
“By this shall everyone recognize you that you are My disciples if you will have love for one another.”
And He repeated, “It is mercy that | want!”

The Apostles to the nations also often writes of mercy as for example: “He who has properties
of this world and seeing that his brother is in need, closes off before him all of his possessions, how can
the love of God reside in him? My dear children, let us not love with words or with the tongue, but with
actions and truth.”

It shouldn’t be difficult to realize that mercy is indispensable and demanded by the Savior as
well as by the Apostles, so that without acts of mercy, a person cannot be saved; that one cannot be
called a son of God if he does not have the characteristic of mercy and that no one will be able to enter
heaven unless he opens those heavenly gates for himself with the golden key of mercy.

Eternal glory and eternal happiness belong to those characterized by mercy on their brows and
in their hearts also to their paths of life covered by acts of mercy and compassionate pity.

What are the features of Christian mercy? Mercy should be permanent and unfailing. Then it
should be tender and merciful. Thirdly, it should be active and effective. And finally, it should be
universal enveloping everyone with one and the same warm, soothing and healing balm.

If someone’s mercy was universal, therefore Catholic in full meaning of the word, then such was,
without the slightest doubt, the mercy of Christ. For it was love that forced Him to leave heaven and
come down to earth; that love forced Him to bear the crosses of daily life for 33 years. That love finally
nailed Him to the cross.

He stepped down from the heavenly throne to that crib in Bethlehem for the sole purpose of
saving mankind. He dedicated Himself totally to the redemption of the human race. The general reason
or purpose of Christ’s active life was mercy.
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When He taught He spoke to the hazy and clouded minds of the people. When He healed the
sick, when He miraculously fed the hungry, when He brought the dead back to life, He always did all of
this out of mercy.

Thus, He was on earth for 33 years. Did the salvation of the human race demand so many long
years? No, but it was necessary that the Savior should have such a length of time in order to perform so
many acts of mercy for so many people in His life.

They came to Him without a break at every hour and season. Even when He was seated at a
meal as Mary Magdalen did. People searched for Him even when it was the time of rest, as Nicodemus
did, coming to Christ at midnight.

Did this divine Teacher ever refuse to hear anyone? Did He reject anyone? Did He refuse to give
anyone His time? Not once did Jesus turn away from them with the excuse that this was neither the
time or the place for Him to listen to them. Did Jesus ever show uncertainty or hesitation concerning His
undisguised and unlimited mercy? Never.

Without the least regard as to who came or when or where they approached Him or in whatever
kind of circumstances, the Savior was always, everywhere and for everyone ready to serve.

That love, that mercy which was the essence, aim and calling of the Savior and which was so
evident to everyone, led people to come to Christ with such deep confidence. They brought to Christ’s
feet the sick, the blind, the lame, and the paralyzed convinced that His love and mercy towards the
unfortunate will turn into acts of miraculous cures.

They understood that His love and mercy was not limited to lovely sounding phrases, but were His
profession, His calling. The mercy of Christ was an expression of love it was a well of the deepest mercy
and tenderness.

For example, having before Him a crowd of 5000 people, He blessed a few loaves of bread
saying kindly: “I have pity on this crowd and | will not send them away so that fasting, they may fall by
the wayside for they have been here with Me for three days.”

Please note that the Savior is not satisfied with just the miraculous multiplication of bread, but
He gives vent to His feelings of mercy and sympathy.

Or when He was drawing near to the town of Nain and His disciples and a huge crowd
accompanied Him when at the city gates He met with a funeral procession. They were carrying out the
body of a young man, the only son of a widow. Death had robbed this mother of her only hope and
support in her old age. She walked behind the funeral bier, weeping loudly and carrying on despairingly,
that she has now met such a painful time for her old age.

As soon as Christ heard her weeping and complaining, and His eyes fell upon the mother’s tear
stained face, Christ approached her and said, “Don’t cry!” Then touching the bier, He called out, “Young
man, | say to you arise!” And he who had been dead, sat up and began to talk. And Jesus gave him to his
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mother. And then? Christ probably stood there a few moments to look at the result of His mercy which
was evident in the mother’s joy. This is what the heart of the most loving and most merciful Savior is
like!

On another occasion, He went to Bethany. Lazarus was already dead for four days. His body was
in the grave. There was a crowd of relatives and friends in the home of Martha and Mary. The Savior
drew near to their home. When the crowd there was told that the Teacher is on His way there, Mary ran
out to Him and throwing herself to her knees before Him, cried out in tears: “Lord, if You had been here
my brother would not have died

I

With a merciful look, the Savior embraced the figure of the bitterly weeping woman; His eyes filled with
tears which fell upon the bowed head of the weeping woman. Will we find in all of Sacred Scripture
more touching words than these: “And Jesus wept!”

Should we be surprised that the Jews then said: “Look, how He loved him!” They had never seen
in their life-time a similar sympathy for the adversity of man. Such was the heart of Christ.

He not only cured the faults of the body, but He also soothed and cheered the feelings of
unhappy hearts. Christ anticipated every need, He served the people and in that service, He showed so
much sincerity and so much love, that His gentle manner and tender way of giving help and relief meant
more than the actual help and actual relief.

The mercy of Christ was a magnificent mercy that was factual, active and efficacious. His love
was not stuck just in thoughts and was not limited to speech. Christ loved people in truth and with
actions. He was not satisfied with the saying: “I have mercy on the crowd.”

But, He put His hand into the basket, took out a small loaf of bread, blessed it and broke it. His
almighty words fall and the crumbs from the loaf are being changed. Thousands in that crowd are fed to
satiety.

He is not satisfied just telling the widowed mother not to cry anymore, but He gives her a vivid and
touching reason as to why she should stop crying and complaining because He snatches her only son
from the bony hands of death and returns him to the warm embrace of his mother.

He is not satisfied weeping together with Mary over the death of Lazarus, telling her: “l am the
Resurrection and the Life” but He eagerly heads to the grave of His friend and against the dark and cold
walls of the grave, resound with a living echo the words of the Lord of life and death: “Lazarus, come out
from the grave!” and Lazarus immediately comes out!

The mercy of Christ was inexhaustible, unceasing; mercy which gladly stood against every
suffering. It conquered every misery and every misfortune.

Jesus returns sight to the blind; raises the crippled; returns power to the paralyzed; cleanses the
lepers; raises the dead to life; awakens admiration among the experts and the learned with His wisdom;




image5.jpeg
causes confusion and embarrassment among the Pharisees by His humility. He accepts a public sinner
with the words of absolution: “Your sins are forgiven!” He sends her away thoroughly exonerated.

Christ demands mercy from His disciples and believers, a mercy which flows from faith; a mercy
which draws its life-giving and vital sap from hope. That is what the Apostle teaches us in the following
observation: “And now there exist these three things; faith, hope and love, but from these, the greatest
is love!”

Love in this instance is defined by the Latin word charity which literally means mercy. In the
Polish language the term mercy is nothing other than pity, mercy and pity, regret or repentance,
compassion shown in action.

On one occasion the Savior was asked” “Lord, when did we ever see You hungry, or thirsty or a
guest, or naked or infirm or in prison and we did not attend to You?” This was the answer: “Whatever
you did not do for one of these smallest, you did not do for Me!”

Where and under what appearance does Christ show Himself and demands from us acts of pity
and mercy? then when He takes on the appearance of the poor, the abandoned and the sick. Faith
teaches us that.

So what does hope have to tell us in the matter of mercy? Hope teaches us that the promise of
future glory and eternal happiness is most closely united to mercy and depends upon acts of mercy.

God scolded a king saying: “Therefore, O King, be pleased with My advice. Redeem your sins
with alms and your iniquities with mercy towards the poor. Maybe God will then forgive you your sins.”

The prophet of the Lord scolded: “Break off a piece of your bread for the hungry and take the
poor and the homeless into your home; and if you see a naked person, clothe him. Then, your light will
burst forth like the dawn and your health will more quickly arrive and go before the face of your justice
and the glory of the Lord will summon you!”

Such a constant mercy that is constant, efficacious and universal should be incorporated into
the daily life of every one of us and should become personal property. Otherwise, eternal happiness is
uncertain and nothing is guaranteed. For how can we expect mercy from our Creator, Lord and Judge if
instead of having a merciful heart, we have within ourselves a chunk of rock, granite or marble.

Our priest, Peter Skarga, inspired by the Holy Spirit called out — “Faith without mercy is like a
tree without fruit! Hope is like a hireling without work; love is like a mother without children; prayer is
like a bird without wings; fasting is like food without salt.”

And this deep thinker, excellent preacher and fearless speaker was totally correct. Mercy is
commanded by God’s law as well as by the law of nature. The feeling of mercy is inborn in a person, but
what kind of mercy? | present this question because especially during our times the understanding of
mercy is varied and it is constantly shrinking.




