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notifies the police. After a few hours of police search, the police find a corpse in
the fields. These are the remains of the human butterfly “good sport”! — Listen to
this story: a few years ago, returning from Italy, I met on the ship a certain wealthy
family from Brooklyn, New York. The father of the family began to complain to
me about the eighteen-year-old son and the sixteen-year-old daughter. “I gave
them everything I could and not only what’s average, but only the best. In spite of
this, now I cannot help them. I dreamed so many things for my children when they
were little, now I cannot sleep at night, because I do not know where they are and
what they are getting into! A few times I have already paid my son’s debts, so that
he would not end up in jail. My daughter is not much better! She did not want to go
to schools! She made so many excuses. She wants to be a dancer and an actor!” I
told him that his children are not yet adults, and he as a father has the right not only
to give orders but also to supervise that his order is fulfilled. Listen to how he
responded: “We never gave orders to our children, and so now we cannot do so.
Our children were never encumbered by our will; they had and have personal
freedom. Although I am a Catholic, I never put my faith on my son and daughter.
Let them choose for themselves the faith, which suits them!” I listened. I did not
want to argue with such a parent. This is a true portrait of modern father, modern
mother and today’s children! After all, the arsonists have completed their wicked
work. They ruined the basic foundation of the home and family. Only ashes and
ruins remain, upon which you can see the sad and mournful, dreary and painful
faces of the unhappy human trinity! The human trinity should look upon the Most
Holy Family. There it will find its Ideal, upon which it should model its steps.
Then it will slowly rise from the ashes and once again begin its praiseworthy
mission on Earth.
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Father Justin, pages 225 — 232
February 22, 1959

My dear compatriots, gentlemen and ladies, I greet you with the words:
Praised be Lord Jesus Christ.

About one thousand eight hundred and seventy years ago, the citizens of
Rome muttered amongst themselves that their emperor, white-bearded Nero,
contemplated organizing an incredible display for the enjoyment of Romans! They
did not wait long. One cloudy and stormy night, from the emperor’s palace there
started out a couple hundred secret messengers. Each of them held in his hand a lit
torch! They spread out to the edges of the incredible and elegant city of Rome!
They had an order from the emperor himself, to, in one moment, at a specified
time, burn up the city from various sides, so that the citizens would not have the
chance to save their possessions, who knows, maybe even their own life! The
messengers carried out this order so dutifully that in the blink of an eye there
appeared tongues of fire and a ring of fire encompassed the buildings on the
outskirts of the city. Above the city hung black and heavy clouds, of a lazily
winding and stifling smoke. Terrified crowds, of free and slaves, half
unconsciously, began to shout shrilly: ,,Rome is burning! Rome perishes!” Some
blinded by the fire’s glow threw themselves into the flames! Others fell on the
streets and in the alleys, choking on smoke, stomped on by the shoes of brutish
soldiers or those seeking rescue in flight! In the meantime, the perpetrator of this
bloody misfortune, amused and made happy by the sight, standing in the court of
the golden palace on the peak of the Aventine Hill, played the violin and sang
merry songs, or recited poems composed by himself or friends! The court servants
applauded and heaped praise and applause onto the arsonist of Rome! Just as once
burned the relatively small Rome, so today burns the whole world! All human
reason, consciences, hearts, and souls are burning! There are many Neros, arsonists
of the lowest human instincts, in the world today! They hide themselves in the
figures of writers, professors, journalists, authors of theatrical works, agitators,
who set aflame and ignite lack of faith, hatred and disrespect for all power, in the
flames of which burns human happiness. All that remains are cries, complaints,
and curses! Upon the ruins of smoldering ashes, the strong oppress the weak; one
tramples another, takes revenge, steals, lies and cheats. They do not shudder before
any evil. The modern-day arsonists, brazen liars, have disguised vice in a coat of
virtue; falsehood and lies they named as truth. One person to another, rather than
being a neighbor, has become a wolf. He waits on his possessions, honor, and
fame! What our Sienkiewicz wrote is coming true: “Education without religion
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raises only thieves and bandits!” These arsonists have stolen from man his soul,
softened his mind, choked his conscience, enslaved his will, poisoned his heart!
After this introduction, somewhat dark and terrifying, a chat entitled:

“The Human Trinity!”

On the heavenly throne, sits the Divine Trinity, which guides and rules over
the whole world. All of creation is subject to the orders of this Trinity, not
excepting even blind nature! On Earth until now ruled the human trinity — Father —
Mother — Child! Arsonists not concerned with the sacredness of the family set it on
fire also! As family goes, so goes society; because, as one person, is the embryo or
cell of the family, so the family is the embryo or cell of all society! The foundation
of the family, such as it was understood and sanctified for years — is undermined!
The relations between husband and wife have changed; a similar change is brought
out between parents and children! I leave out the families, more than one, where
the father is an alcoholic, wasted salary, and the wife was forced to work evenings
and days, to clothe and feed the children! I do not mention fathers and husbands of
no faith and corrupters of the young! I stay silent on fathers who are brutal and
unconscientiously impetuous and stubborn, who saw themselves as all-powerful
lords, and in reality, were tyrants, from whom the children hid! I stay silent also on
certain mothers and wives, unworthy of the title! There were not many! I go on to
husbands and fathers believing in modern ways; to wives and mothers conforming
to modern views! The loosening of marital and family ties is the result of belittling
women in general, especially wives and mothers. This comes from the running
wild of customs. What is the modern woman in the eyes of the modern man? The
author Kepinska gives us such an answer: “How many men are there who ask
about a woman’s soul? About her moral worth? Many still make jokes on the
subject of the female soul, and the great majority seek out only the body; so this
woman, whose upbringing did not give her strong morals, dresses this body and
reveals it, losing herself and losing the dignity of a woman.” Krasinski again
shouts through the lips of a dying woman: “You teach us, how to die quietly! So I
will die loudly shouting: I had a soul, I have a soul, and on Earth, they only
acknowledge my body! You, judge, God! You, who gave me a soul! And when sh
was speaking, other women pulled themselves up and stood up, shouting: “Justice!
Justice!” — Besides this, today’s husbands have still other pagan views on the
woman, and her role in life! In their eyes, a wife is nothing other than a maid and
even a slave, to complete the heaviest domestic tasks and additionally, to please, ir
everything, the fickle desires of the man and head of the house! At the end of the
week, the wife and mother receives a measured amount of money, typically, not
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only very meager but scandalously scanty, so that she would not be a wife only a
hired hand, whom you pay a weekly wage to take care of the children and home'! It
has apparently been forgotten what St. Ambrose once wrote on the position and
duties of a wife: “A woman is to respect her husband, but not serve him; let her be
guided by him, but not allow him to rule with a brutal force! The spouse should
respect her, as a life companion, as a shared heiress of grace!” Who among modern
husbands remembers this and acts accordingly? Everything pivots around yourself
and upon yourself, for your wife however you skimp in everything! Are you not
embarrassed to go with her to visit relatives, friends, to the theatre and to parties?
Do you not prefer rather to complain, tell off, criticize and be angry, because you
work and bring in the money? Do you not prefer to run from home, as if home
were a cell or a jail? Do you not prefer to spend your evenings and nights away
from home, at tables with players, at dances, among the so-called ,,modern and fast
crowds”!? — Listen — you got married, you took a formal and public oath, the
minister placed on your sincere finger a wedding ring. Do you remember this? Or
have you conveniently forgotten about all this? If you also knock your wife about,
treat her brutally, what will you say then and how will you justify yourself? Do not
defend yourself, that today these are different times! Do not tell yourself that today
there are different customs! Do not rationalize yourself with the behavior of other
husbands and fathers! Listen to how one of the unhappy wives describes her
misery: “Three years ago, we got married secretly, as I did not want to lose my job
in the office. For these years, he lived with his parents and I lived with my parents.
Finally, we began our own household! We did pretty well. For the past six months
our life has gotten worse! My husband began to drink and play cards. He also lies
and cheats me. He will go out in the evening with the pretext that he is going to a
restaurant, and then comes back at late hours in the night, often only in the
morning! From the time since I am in the blessed state, he insults me and says he is
embarrassed of me! I understand that a man should have some freedom, however if
he wants to use bachelor freedom for seven evenings every week, is that not too
many?” Such a type of the first person of the human trinity, the modern and self-
absorbed husband, who does not want to be equal with his wife, pulling the marital
wagon, we come across more and more. This does not bode well for the family or
for society! Another woman writes this: “I have been married for four years. My
husband is 27, I am 25. He has not worked since the wedding, I work every day in
the office. I can say that he is only the beat cop in the house. During the day he sits
at his parents’. In the evenings after supper, he goes to his friends’ to play cards or
to party. When I ask him to look for work, he gets upset with me and swears. A
few weeks after the wedding he took off his wedding ring and threw it into a

! Translator’s footnote: the original is in English.
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drawer. There it lies to this day. If he wanted to work, I would gladly stay home.
We would have a real home, and not a ,,boarding house!”* — Are such husbands not
the cause of broken homes — the severance of married life — divorce — separation
and countless other misfortunes, which are the results of erroneous, always,
modern ideas on human life.

Now I go on to the second person in the human trinity! Once a wife was like
a daisy! Hidden and humble. Unrecognized, hardworking and hospitable! Since the
time of prohibition and war, the modern wife has transformed into a sunflower.
She has lost her traits of femininity. She has become haughty, stubborn and
deserving of the odd title, ,,virago” of masculine qualities! First, I willingly admit,
that today’s women are often resourceful, cautious and active in every field,
however they are guided by ways and learning, not like Pius XI wrote , by “the
understanding and full of the dignity of freedom, fitting to the dignified position of
the Christian wife mother” — but rather by — “the perversion of womanly character
and maternal dignity, as well as the destruction of the whole family.” The woman
descending from the royal throne in the household realm, for which the Gospel
elevated woman, will fall back into past slavery and again be that which she was in
paganism, - the subject of man’s ecstasy!” — Is not the foretelling of Pope Pius XI
coming true? Moreover, modern women overall, like modern wives in particular,
from economic causes and others, not only take advantage of but outright overuse
personal freedom, rather poorly understood equal rights. Because of this they copy
and imitate man, not only in speech, dress and action, but even in so-called ,,dual
morality!”® — And this unpleasant and offensive sight, someone explains briefly
and succinctly: ,,Man’s work made man’s vices available to modern women! You
do not have to go to elegant hotel ,,cock-tail bars,” but it’s enough to visit and
watch the scenes in taverns and beer gardens. Who knows, whether today girls,
women, wives, and mothers do not drink more wine, cocktails, beer, and vodka,
and smoke more cigarettes than men! This has far-reaching consequences,
especially in the marital and family life. The current generation has cast God into
the corner, and with God, the natural and Christian understanding of both the
marital state as while as the family life. Marriage has not only ceased to be a
sacrament, but rather a permanent and long-term living together! As a result of
this, we have trial, temporary, and comradely marriage, entered into without
foresight or consideration! The young get married with the understanding that in
certain conditions, they will separate without the smallest mutual claims. We have
countless separations, divorces; new marriages and again new separations and new
divorces. The family home has ceased to be the dreamed-of castle, in which the

2 Translator’s footnote: the original is in English.
3 Translator’s footnote: the original is in English.
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husband was king and the wife was queen. The modern home serves only as a
restaurant, a hotel, a “boarding house!”* The young, after parties where strange
music plays, among the flood of drinks, drives away in heated, comfortable, and
radio-equipped cars, to secret trysts in parks, in the woods, and on the sea shore!
Next, a foolhardy wedding, soon comes a quick divorce, then — the young return
home, warmly greeted by their parents! — Today’s woman and modern wife
explains herself with “liberation,” “emancipation,” “equal rights.” I understand
only one category of equal rights, which recognizes the worth of a person and
human dignity and rights coming from marriage. For here, spouses make use of
equal rights and have equal responsibilities! I do not acknowledge however equal
rights in the matters of using alcoholic beverages, nicotine products, in gambling,
and in other varied fashionable parties and games, which make a woman into —a
freak of the twentieth century! The second person of the human trinity, turns in an
erroneous circle, reaching out her hands for the chalice, on the bottom of which,
there is only bitterness and poison!

I move onto the third person of the human trinity, the child! If the modern
husband lives only for his own comfort and for himself, if the modern woman lives
her own life and only for herself, they cannot complete the task assigned to them
by Providence! This task is to be coworkers in the creative work — of God! Long
ago, mothers understood that ,,the heart of the mother is the alter, upon which a
sacrifice takes place unceasingly!” Long ago, the father thought of himself as the
protector and guardian of the wife-mother, as well as the child! Through the child,
the love of a husband to his wife expanded and was strengthened, and the father’s
and mother’s love poured into one stream of warm love towards the child. The
child was seen as a gift of the heavens, this is true, but parents occupy themselves
in this little creation, hidden was not only the resemblance of the little angel, but
also the weaknesses of fallen human nature! That the child was not only a little
angel but also a little person! Today the egoist father and the self-absorbed mother
raise — the self-absorbed child! Spoiled, coddled, fussed over, capricious,
conceited, before whom parents moved on their knees, or ready to place him on an
altar, light candles before him, bow before him! The child dressed in clothes of a
little God, grows into an all-powerful man or omnipotent fusspot! His head is
stuffed with dances, theaters, wanton entertainments. The only goal of a such a
vain and conceited being is to know how to dress fashionably, dance, drink, smoke,
and romance. “To be sophisticated — up-to-date — modern — a good sport!”* One
beautiful morning this “modern one” does not return home. At first the mother
makes nothing of it! For this is not the first time. Eventually, frightened, she

4 Translator’s footnote: the original is in English.
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