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In the end, however, he admitted that there exist in the world a countless amount of separate,
real things. They are united in unity and entirety by the invisible laws of nature. Therefore, logical
thinking proves to us that at the same time the existing person is a distinct individual who is
independent!

And now what is man? Various people define a person from various points of sight! It is difficult
to number these many qualifications.

However, even the ancient peoples believed that in the material part of a person, which dies in
time, there is found a piece of the Divine Being which remains unchangeable and immortal. Therefore
they already believed that a person is a being made of material, that is from a body and from parts of
the Divine Being, that is—a soul!

One of them wrote up a magnificent appraisal of the greatness of man: “There are many
amazing things on earth—but there is nothing more amazing than man as regards his wisdom! Man
learned how to protect himself from strong winds, rain, snow and the harshness of nature by building
homes; he goes off to foreign countries through the waves of the sea and carries on trade with far-off
countries; he builds cities and carries on trade with far-off nations; he builds cities, creates states and
gives them laws; he discovered money which is capable for building and overthrowing cities and states;
he learned how to differentiate what is evil from what is good and constantly hesitates between one
and the other.

In general, man on earth is a little god from Whom this one differs in so far that he found
medication for sicknesses, he nevertheless has no way of conquering death! Thinkers had such glorious
opinions of the human individual for centuries, but they didn’t know how to answer suitably and

completely the question—“What is man?”
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Even Ecclesiastes, in the Old Testament does not know and cannot understand the human
creature and therefore calls out despairingly: “I spoke in my heart about the human sons, that God
would enlighten them and show them that they are similar to animals.”

For the end of man and beasts is the same and the state of both is even; just as a man dies, so
too, do they die and they all have the same breath, and man does not have more than the beasts;
everything is subject to futility and everything goes to the one place; they are made from the earth and
in the same way they return to the earth. Who knows whether the spirit of the sons of Adam enter up
high and whether the spirit of the animals step down?

The above outpouring of feelings are suppositions and doubts which cannot satisfy an intelligent
person. Neither did they convince, nor did they satisfy Ecclesiastes who felt within himself something
higher than the nature of animals, something immortal, but he doesn’t know how to understand what
kind of connection that “unknown something” has with the body.

Even though | am unable to uncover this secret, | do not give up the conviction that in man there
exists a piece of the Divine Being, or the soul uniting man with God; for it gives such advice: “Fear God
and obey His commandments! That’s all, man!”

According to the teachings of Christ, man is “a son of God,” and people are “the sons of God!
They are this because they possess an immortal soul, born from the Divine Essence, from the Heavenly
Father!”

It is worth recalling that our Savior Himself differentiated between a person and a person! For
these people in whom a piece of God’s spirit has supremacy over the bodily cell or over the body, he
named: “sons of light.”

Those, however, who either out of weakness or out of the neglect of the soul are under the
influence and control of the material body, he called “sons of darkness” and “the sons of this world.”

This means such people, who during their earthly life, never rise to a higher, more noble sphere of
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human life, but are always circling about that which is material and low—and often even sordid and not
in harmony with the dignity of man. They direct all of their abilities and all of their efforts towards
material goods, especially towards money, towards property, towards ruling and the usage of the world!

Therefore, if we consider the set-up of the people in our present times, we come to the
conclusion that our entire social, political and diplomatic life is in the hands of “the sons of this world!”

There is one happy thought, namely, that in this world nothing lasts for long and everything
changes, and therefore, someday in the not too far future, “the sons of light” will take over the truth,
the science and the learning!

What is man according to the investigators of nature? Scholars, that means people who are
truly learned define the human being according to one’s characteristic attributes: “An intelligent
person” mainly gifted with intelligence! Intelligence then and intelligent behavior is the outstanding
characteristic of a person which with the exception of certain feelings common to both man as well as
animals, creates the most outstanding difference between a person and an animal!

The wiser or more intelligent that a person is, the more he differs from an animal; the less
intelligent that a man is, he is more like an animal despite the fact that he does not willingly admit to
such a relationship!

The intellect is the outstanding characteristic of a person; the intellect unites people in a society,
builds states, establishes laws, creates masterpieces, guarantees people their safety and paves the road
to the comforts of life.

In all of the outstanding works of people, be they mental or physical, there always shines
through an intelligence that is conscious of order and purpose! So what is the ending?

One only: man is a material being, endowed with intelligence! Further—Where is the seat of
this intelligence? Definitely, not in material, because material cannot accept the impressions of the

intellect! Only in that part of the Divine Essence which we call a spirit or a soul!
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There is no person without a soul, nor a person without a mind or without a body. These are
the three components of a person, which one cannot ignore or sentence to death, otherwise, neither
the individual nor the nation cannot live the life of a human being! The soul and the mind should be
surrounded by the most tender care and very particular consideration.

Between God the Creator and man the creature there are not only certain differences, but there
are certain likenesses or similarities, therefore it is possible to arrange and establish certain conditions
between man and God which, in entirety, we call religion. The mind, the strength, the movement, the
love of goodness, order, beauty and truth create the contact points between God and man.

Man therefore has a sensible base to establish his relationship with God. In other words,
religion is not an imaginary thing that is impossible to realize, but it is a revelation of the human soul,
having an intelligent and actual point of support.

Religion is in accordance with human nature. It answers the demands of the people’s soul and
therefore is not only a possible thing, but one that is essentially necessary!

If we take a closer and more careful look at life, as well as at the behavior of individuals and
nations, without any difficulty we will notice that their outlook on life and on the world is nothing other
than only an expression of their relationship to God, or to their religion!

Individuals and nations whose relationship to God is loose and unsteady, lead an unsteady life
and have loose and unsteady customs!

On the other hand, those people who take their relationship to God seriously, seriously
understand both life as well as the duties of life.

However, those who take this relationship frivolously or carelessly, have a similar outlook on life
and on customs. People who consider their relationship to God—or their religion—as stupidity, at the
same time they consider the whole world as stupid! Along with life and the obligations of life.

Furthermore, for such people, everything is a stupid thing, except the stomach and money!
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Individuals and entire nations that have a good relationship with God, have their life and their
country well regulated.

On the other hand, nations having a relationship with God, or a religion built on negative
principles, or on mixed principles or where the good are mixed with the negative, such nations are
unfortunate, restless, unsure of themselves, argumentative and contentious; they live a life that is
chaotic, disorderly and unpleasant to them and to others; there is no true satisfaction among individuals
nor in the entire nation!

While tending his flock in the desert, Moses saw a blazing torch, which was ablaze with fire, but
not consumed by fire and he heard a voice: “I am the God of your father!” When he asked further what
he should say if he will be asked what is the name of the one who sent him, God spoke to Moses: “I Am
Who Am!” These words became immortal!

Moses, having ascertained himself that it is God, began to qualify more exactly the relationship
which should unite this nation with God. When he defined this relationship in rather general terms, he
began the work of organization which his followers continued further!

Thanks to the power of their religion, the Jews survived various social and political upheavals
and various religious persecutions. Up until the time of World War II, despite the fact that they
numbered only about 16 million, they were a very meaningful nation. They are found in almost every
prominent position, in great powerful and civilized countries. This is what religion did for them!

It would be unnecessary to dwell too widely on the religion of Christ, for it is quite well-known.
According to the teachings of the Church, Christ was true God and true man in one person and He called
Himself “the Son of Man.”

At a certain occasion, the Apostle Peter called out “You are Christ, the Son of the Living God.”
The Christian faith finds its confirmation in the teachings and miracles of the Savior and in the narratives

of the Apostles, etc. These things belong to theology!
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Let us look at the religion of Christ from a purely human viewpoint! Who know the life and
works of the Savior, and more or less every person should know them, not only a Catholic who has the
obligation of knowing these matters exactly, that person knows that this unusual life was one chain of
the most beautiful examples. Christ taught people, not only with words, but also, by His personal
example.

His most stubborn enemies who schemed against his life at His every step, could not find any
fault in Him; and Pontius Pilate, signing a death sentence on Christ under the threat of the cunning Jews,
testified publicly: “I am not guilty of the blood of this just man!”

Christ did not have a place where He could lay His head. He spent His entire life in work and in
teaching, in poverty and simplicity!

And as simple as Christ’s life was, that is how simple and direct is His teaching of man’s
relationship to God—or—the religion of Christ! For Christ removed from mankind all the inconvenient
chains and replaced them with one short and telling command: “Love God above everyone and
everything and love your neighbor as you love yourself!”

He subordinated all of the other commandments to this commandment! And he commands
that God be honored “with a clean or pure heart, in every place, in spirit and in truth!”

It is no wonder that the relationship of man to God, or religion, based on such principles, found
a warm reception and this among the most noble-thinking class of society as well as in the lowest and
the highest classes of society in this world!

The religion of Christ was, is and always will be an object of worship. It is in this faith and only in

this faith that there is a path to peace, satisfaction and happiness of individuals, societies and the world!
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December 14, 1958

| greet all of you, my dear fellow countrymen with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

A few years ago, in the early days of November, | was returning from Milwaukee after giving the
first program of the Rosary Hour in the beautiful basilica of St. Josaphat! In the railroad coach, the crush
of the crowd was unusual. Every seat was taken. The behavior of all of the male and female passengers
was exemplary.

Some were chatting in a friendly way; others were arguing and reconsidering national and
international matters; others were busy reading newspapers, magazines or books!

On the other side, in one of the sections sat a young man who was reading some kind of
pamphlet. | noticed that from time to time, he tore his eyes from the pamphlet and fell into a reverie
and squinted in my direction! At such a moment, some type of a cloud of uncertainty and joylessness
passed over the brow of this person absorbed in thought. This lasted about an hour!

| understood that something worried him. Finally, he made a decision! He stood, put his
pamphlet aside, and approached me, saying politely: “Can | please have a few words with you on the
side?” “Most willingly! I’'m at your service this very moment!”

We went into a corner of the wagon. | was curious as to what this very nervous young man will
tell me!

He began with a very timid question—"I presume that I'm speaking with a Roman Catholic
priest, right?” “Yes, you are correct, Sirl” “May | ask you to explain to me certain religious doubts which
give me no peace?” he asked, breathing heavily.

“please speak to me sincerely and openly. | will try to explain as much as | am able—simply and

"

understandably
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“Oh, well,” he said, “my story may be boring and ordinary for others, however, in my eyes, it is
critical and disquieting! | am the only child from a rather wealthy family. | have a university education.
My mother was a Catholic and my father was of the Presbyterian religion. They were married in a civil
marriage.

| came into this world as an unwanted child! In a special way, my father showed me hatred. He
considered me as a foreigner, as an intruder and as an uninvited guest in the family. | never understood
his odd behavior which he showed me on every step of the way!

In order to get rid of me, my father put me in a boarding school and divorced my mother, setting
aside a certain sum of money for her and he set aside five thousand dollars for my education.

Now, my parents married again leaving me “on ice” without any care, without any advice that is
so necessary for children and young people. Today, | am healthy and successful, however, | don’t have
any faith!

Everyone considers me extremely successful while, at the same time | feel some sort of
emptiness within me. 1 am not at all satisfied with my life!”

For a long time, a very long time he complained and lamented—this unknown fellow traveler
whom | accidentally encountered! When he ended, heavy drops of sweat formed on his high, proud
forehead and from his lips there came a moan like that of a suffering soul, crushed by the heavy rock of
bitterness and despair!

After this introduction taken from the adventures on a journey, | begin this chit-chat:

“GOD EXISTS” or “GOD 1S”

Often in these my talks, | try to prove that of necessity there must exist some sort of first Being,
free, intelligent, living which is the Source, the cause of the Universe! Everyone, be he a simple person
or a scholar must admit, that whatever exists, must have a suitable and sufficient reason for its

existence, whether it is within itself or beyond itself!
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Every person possessing the gift of observation, even if it be in the lowest degree, can easily
notice that in this our universe, certain things are results, that means, their very existence depends,
either in their entirety or in part on other factors, and these still on others.

Here is an appropriate and practical example: Under the influence of the sun’s rays—the grass
grows, the wheat ripens as well as the oats, the rye, the corn and buckwheat! All of these are used and
serve as fodder which man uses to feed and fatten calves, lambs and other creatures, which in the end
serve man as food!

The sun serves the plants and cereal plants; these serve the animals; these serve man! Such and
similar chains of results which belong to the chain of causes, logically and necessarily demand a first
cause which is not the cause, but the source and beginning of a whole series of results. Regardless of
how far we can extend and stretch this chain of results and related causes, we must finally come to an
independent cause that was not caused by anything, that is totally self-sufficient.

Such a first cause is living, intelligent and absolutely free! This does not submit to any, not the
slightest doubt. A small and limited intelligence cannot grasp this first cause because it is unlimited.
The mind of man can never manage to reach the borders of this huge one.

However, he who claims that that huge Cause—which we call God, does not exist because man
cannot grasp nor comprehend Him, gives an excuse that is not only worthless, but shows him as a
foolish and conceited coxcomb! Worthless are all of our dissatisfactions and denials of the existence of
the Highest Intelligence on account of the original that is independent of everyone and everything.
Logic enhances the facts and emphasizes the existence of God!

Don’t be surprised that human minds are straining to overthrow the existence of God. There
are in our present times self-styled scholars who with their inborn insolence teach that it is necessary to

doubt whether a person even exists in reality.
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They insist that certain individuals on earth, whom we perceive with the help of our senses, do
not exist in essence as such. According to these wise men of the world, there are no individual
existences, but we guide ourselves by our senses, every one of which presents that same thing in a
different way!

In addition, they carry the argument farther, that the same object presents itself differently to a
person and differently to animals.

For example, if a poet went out into a beautiful meadow and with him he led a calf on a rope,
the poet sees beauty, charm and life in that meadow and begins to dream and to create verses of poetry
to give vent to his fantasy and exuberance!

However, how does that very same meadow present itself to the calf? In no other way than as a
festive table, set with dishes that awaken her appetite and she begins to greedily polish off the grass and
to eat the flowers, leaving behind devastation and ugliness!

From such and similar opposite understandings of that same thing, certain superficially
educated people concluded that certain entities are an illusion, that in this world, no distinct thing
exists, and that as such, even a person does not exist.

This is the way some taught and some teach, but they themselves did not believe their own
teaching and do not believe. Here is an example: One of these smart-alecks, in the company of many
fellow-idolaters, mature people of various levels of intelligence, was taking a walk on a road in the field
of a farm. He was conversing happily with his companions, energetically explaining to them that in this
world there is nothing distinct, nothing real; there are no articles—everything is an illusion for it falls
under our mind.

Thus, for example: Our sight presents electricity to us as light; our hearing presents electricity to
us as a rumble or a reverberation or a crash; touch presents electricity to us as jerks or tugs; taste

presents electricity as something salty; our smell presents electricity as an aroma similar to garlic.
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“So which of these senses should one believe? In reality, what is electricity?” So asked this
learned professor!

It was exactly at this moment that a huge mongrel, with his head hanging to the ground, jumped
out of the neighbor’s yard and sped towards the group!

The listeners, who up until now had been looking with adoration at the face of this scholar,
scattered like a flock of partridges at the sight of a hawk. They stood on the side, curious to see what
this man, for whom nothing was a reality, will do!

Fortunately, there in his hands he had a big, hard club. He began to wave it about with unusual
energy in the direction of the dog! | don’t know who was more frightened—the scholar for whom
nothing was a reality, or the dog who saw this big, fat man before him, and looked at him with a greedy
appetite!

Evidently, the dog even convinced himself that both this man and this club were distinct and
real things and not anything illusive and deceiving, for he howled, dropped his tail between his legs and
returned to his kennel.

It was then that someone asked—“Sir, why were you so terrified and why were you defending
yourself so stubbornly when that wasn’t a dog—but only an illusion?”

“Right! In reality, this was only an illusion, but it is already so strongly rooted in human nature,
that even the highly educated people are not free of that error!”

Another example taken from the admissions and opinions of a widely-known American writer.
When towards the end of his life, a variety of misfortunes began to oppress him, especially when he
honestly lost the hard-earned property, and in the end his own beloved daughter, and when he began to
consider how that evil, deceit and Pharisaical hypocrisy triumphs constantly more and more, he began
to consider the question whether sometimes everything that we consider as actually existing is nothing

other than an illusion!




