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After the discovery of America, the Indians paid for cheap, worthless trinkets with silver and
gold. God works in a similar way. For small, insignificant acts of mercy, He gives us both temporal and
eternal good.

With reason therefore, St. Augustine advises us: “Therefore, give to the poor whatever you
cannot retain so that you would reach that which you will not be able to lose.”

For the conclusion, in order to awaken you to a spirit of sacrifice, on an appeal from the Catholic
League, | am adding the verses of a sad Christmas carol that was composed by Dr. Anthony Marczynski.
It goes like this:

In midnight stillness, a voice is heard that night
Mommy, by our house, someone is in the snow
Wake up, Mommy, dearest Mommy

Maybe it is finally my Daddy

Returning from captivity.

But in vain this child Calls for his Mother

Ice cold was her body — Stiff and cold it was

For her child to eat a little, Mother faked it but ate nothing
Till she died of hunger.

She died that night — that holy vigil night

Will her neighbors now adopt this little orphan?
For they, too, are greatly suffering

And for death they plead with God

For there is no bread.

We here in rich America have so much to eat
Who can afford it — Please send them a gift
Here we have more than we need

Over there the children are quite bare

They shiver from cold in their homes.
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| greet all of you, my dear fellow countrymen with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Finally, a terrible misfortune befell Israel, one that had been foretold a long time ago. This
chosen race was conquered and taken into servitude. The country was deserted. The city of Jerusalem
it
and with the city their temple lay in ruins.

It was at that time that the Prophet Jeremiah, broken in spirit, sat weeping among the ruins. He
was complaining and lamenting over the sad loss of the city and the nation. Sighing, his heart was
overflowing with bitterness.

Sobbing, he complained: “How deserted this city sits today, all alone when at one time it was
filled with people. What was once the Queen of the Nations has become like a widow; the queen
became a vassal. She was weeping in the night because former allies have disregarded her and have

abandoned her.
\

The people, on account of their worries and imprisonment, have scattered and find no rest. All
of the people are yearning for and seeking bread; they have already traded all of their expensive things
for food.

v

“All of you who are passing this way, look and see if you've seen pain like my pain!”
(S

From these complaints and tears of the prophet Jeremiah, to today’s talk entitled:

BLESSED ARE THE MERL [ FUL-

The fate which befell Israel, the destruction of their beautiful temple in Jerusalem, was repeated
in the twentieth century during the time of the horrors of World War Il. It fell like a thunder bolt from
heaven. It struck in a country that is near and dear to all of us.

It struck in Poland, the father land of our fathers; it struck in a nation from which we have our
roots. And destruction and death prevailed in that country Polish hearts moaned; Polish eyes wept and
Polish lips humbly begged — “Lord, have mercy on us. We are the children of those who at one time
announced to heaven their victory, with Your help, over the enemy of Your holy faith, a victory that they
won at the cost of their blood and tears.

Lord, leave these graves here for us so that‘deéth would teach us life, so that these graves
would remain as a crib for us. But, there is more here than just graves, here are hearts that are beautiful
and great, which faithfully beat for You, hearts that do not fear martyrdom or any type of persecution
for His Name, but they faithfully and bravely admit that they are Your children and have hearts that are
not ashamed of You or Your Church. These are Catholic hearts in which that old Polish faith is still
hidden. Therefore, O Lord, have mercy on us.”

In 1939 Warsaw had 55 churches and chapels. During the siege in September, many churches
were destroyed by the invading artillery and airplanes. The dome or vault in the Cathedral of St. John
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was destroyed; a part of the Church of St. John on the Prada; two steeples and the roof of the Church of
the Savior. Also, seriously damaged were the churches of Sts. Peter and Paul in Koszykach, the Church of
All Saints, our Franciscan church in Nalewkach, that of the Pallotine Fathers at Prada, that of St.
Stanislaus at Wola and many others.

The occupying force did not allow the Poles to repair the damaged churches. But, during the
occupation, the sight of these damaged streets, shattered buildings and overturned churches did not
satisfy the criminals; they profaned and ruined the Church of St. Augustine which stood in the area of
Ghetta and later was partially burned down by their oppressors in Warsaw.

The bloody days of the August uprising in 1944 when the people of Warsaw died on the
barricades and the homes of the citizens were reduced to rubble as were all of the public buildings,
historic palaces, bullets and flames did not spare churches, and what they did not swallow up of
insatiable blood and destruction, this they accomplished later on the battle field by divisions of Hitler’s
vulture divisions which destroyed and burned all of the remaining buildings.

Burned out homes, the fragments of antique buildings broken up pavements, everything
showed that the modern Jerusalem died. But, all of that was only a superficial, apparent sign of death. In
reality, the city was alive. The ruins had basements, the churches had basements therefore, it was there
that the life and service of God assembled.

That which was happening in the capital of Poland, was being repeated throughout the entire country.
Above the ruins of more than one home, stood a widowed mother with her three orphaned children;
her husband and their father vanished somewhere at the front.

The mother glances at her children and hot, bitter tears flow from her eyes. She gazes at those
demolished walls in which she and her family had spent so many happy and peaceful moments. And
now that is all gone.

|s there at least something left for the heart to remember, at least one book, one photo, one
picture or one flower?

They search through the rubble like a miser searching for gold. All for nothing! It is to no avail.
Everything is gone. All of their mementos vanished in the flames. All that is left are ashes, cold ashes and
nothing beside ashes.

But already in 1952, Leon Dwernicki wrote: “When from the perspective of these few years we
look at the work done at the rebuilding of Warsaw, then with pride we can certify that the most difficult
and heaviest work is behind us.

How far away 1944 seems and the broken column of Zygmunt, the orphaned monuments, the
bloody column of Zygmunt, the monuments left behind, bloody from the broken bricks of
Marszalkowska Street, the burned out steel skeleton of the Main Manor, the collapsed bridges and the
suburb of Krakow and a terrible shambles in the midst of which lay the figure of Christ pushed in the
Church of the Holy Cross.
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And today, Christ standing before the Holy Cross as it was before and He raises His hand to
heaven. He is blessing Warsaw and Poland. In the presence of this and many other instances which
definitely prove that the Polish nation is raising itself from the rubble and the ashes, it would seem to be
a needless thing to appeal to you for mercy, help and alms for this country and yet | dare to call to you in
the words of the Apostle of the Nations — “Put on your robe of mercy!” And it adds on the reminder of
old Tobias: “To the best of your ability, be merciful. If you have a lot, give generously; if you just have a
little, try to give even a little with good will; thus you will store up a good pay for yourself in your day of
need, because charity saves us from every sin and from death and will not allow a soul to go into
darkness.”

People make a great mistake who insist that that heart-felt reminder of old Tobias was fitting in
the past times, but has no meaning in our times. Those people most probably don’t know what they are
saying. Today, more than at any time, there is a definite need and necessity to carry out and fulfill works
of mercy.

The huge brutal World War Il ended. The military operations stopped, but they left behind
misery, poverty, hunger, crippling and sickness which the people never knew before and the world had
never seen. All of these maladies and sufferings give us the opportunity to practice acts of mercy toward
those in need. It will take many long years before mercy and Christian good will soothe and heal all the
wounds given during that last world war. The invalids, the bling, the widows, the orphans, the
orphanages, hospitals, the poor — these are the objects of our mercy.

Every Christian should have an understanding heart for the needs of the poor, of the beggars
and a soul that is inclined to showing mercy. Furthermore, everyone should love his neighbor. That love
is not limited to feelings, to good will or feeling sorry for a neighbor’s poverty, but consists of action. Just
as faith without works is like straw, so too, the love of neighbor without acts of mercy is empty.

James the Apostle verifies this when he writes: “If a brother or sister were destitute and had
nothing to eat and one of you would say to him: ‘Go in peace, stay warm and well-fed,” but you wouldn’t
give him anything for his bodily needs, what good is that?”

Let’s speak the truth and want to understand that every one of us has the obligation of fulfilling
acts of mercy and one of such actions is giving alms. For the law of nature calls to us — “Everything that
you want others to do for you, you must do for them also.”

Who of us would not expect help from others in a time of need? Who would not want that
Help? Therefore, we too, must help the needy and the poor with our alms.

Skarga has called out — “The good God has bestowed upon some people an unusually gifted
mind, others He blessed with strength and courage and to others He gave riches.

Just as the first ones have a very gifted mind in order to enlighten and teach others; others have
the strength and courage to be the protectors of the weak, so too, the wealthy have the earthly
possessions in order that they may be God’s dispensers and protectors of the poor.”
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God Himself commands that we give alms to the poor when He says to Moses: “Therefore |
command you to open your hand to your needy and poor brother who lives with you on this earth.”

The Sage of the Lord very often reminds us: “Son, do not take the alms away from the poor and
do not turn your eyes away from the poor!” That is why Tobias reminds his son: “Eat your bread
together with the hungry and the poor and cover the naked with some of your clothes.”

We often read this reminder in the New Testament: “Give alms! Lay up for yourselves treasures
which do not rust, a boundless treasure in heaven to which a thief cannot draw near and where a moth
can do no harm!”

For acts of mercy, the Savior promises heaven and eternal happiness. For one’s neglect of doing
such good deeds He threatens with eternal punishment.

As an example, Christ gives us the parable of the rich man who did not show mercy to the very
sick Lazarus. The saintly Fathers of the Church clearly and forcibly express their views on the necessity
and need to fulfill acts of mercy. St. John Chrysostom often reminded the faithful: “It was not for this
that you received the inheritance so that by yourself you could consume it, but so that what is left after
your needs are taken care could be shared among the members of your household.”

St. Basil taught: “You set yourselves up for robbery every time that you do not support the poor
when you can.” St. Leo the Great taught: “Mercy is such a great virtue that without it all the others are
meaningless. Have faith, be sober and clean; if you lack mercy you will not receive any mercy either.”

The obligation of giving alms is so great and so strict that theologians and church writers dispute
how much of their income they must distribute in the form of alms.

Everyone agrees that the advice of old Tobias, given to his son can serve as a guide, as a norm:
“As much as you possibly can, be merciful. If you have a great amount of money or possessions, give
generously; if you just have a little, then trey to even share that little willingly.”

From this we learn that a small offering which is willingly given to the poor, can sometimes have
a greater meaning in the eyes of God than a great offering from a wealthy person.

Some preacher called out: “The Lord God does not look at how much you give, but know you
give it. Hence the Savior publicly praised the widow who threw two pennies into the treasury, but He
kept silence despite the fact that wealthy people were putting in much larger contributions.

That is why St. Ambrose reminds us that “The value of the gift depends on the disposition of the
heart, regardless whether the gift is large or small. God loves a cheerful giver.”

When the pagan philosopher Doroteus was asked who from among the people would be most
similar to the Lord God, he answered: “The one who does good things for others.” The best example
that we have is our Savior. “Wasn’t the life of Jesus Christ on earth one continuous act of doing good for
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people? Full of mercy and goodness, He graciously invited all of the least fortunate to Himself: “Come to
Me, all you who labor and are over-burdened and | will give you rest.”

“He healed the sick, brought the dead back to life, fed the hungry, comforted the sorrowful and
those who were worried, taught the ignorant , forgave the sinners and in the end, out of love for the
human race, He sacrificed His life on the cross.”

It is an undisputed fact that already here on earth God rewards acts of mercy. In the Book of
Parables we read: “Some share their personal things and they become richer; others distribute what
isn’t theirs and they are always in need.” “Who gives to the poor is never poor. Who ignores those who
are begging, will suffer shortages himself.”

Not without reason, someone made such a comparison: “Who lends money to people usually
expects that after a certain period of time he will get back the capital and in addition a certain
percentage of it.

A similar situation happens with acts of mercy. They are that capital which we place in God’s
Hands as a loan. God then promises to return that loan to us with a percentage. Life’s experience
teaches us that a Christian who willingly donates money for works of mercy never becomes poorer.
Maybe his estate does not grow much, but he never suffers from poverty. And especially, he does not
come to know any worries or distress whether because of children or from any other source.

The Providence of God, in various ways protects them from adversities and misfortunes, blesses
their work and thus returns to them with generous percentages the amount they had given out for
purposes of mercy.

Stanley Lubomirski, a voivode of Cracow said: “I was doing not bad before because I did not
always have enough; but when | began to share my money with the Lord, | don’t know how, but the
Lord God augments everything.”

Our forefathers experienced the same situate ion and this gave rise to that famous saying:
“Mass doesn’t force you, fasting doesn’t make you thin, giving alms does not make you poor.”

When King Nebuchadnezzar asked the prophet Daniel for advice as to what he should do to
avoid punishment from an angry God, he received this answer: “O King, may my advice please you and
redeem your sins by giving alms and atone for your misdeed by having mercy on the poor and surely
God will then forgive you your sins.” St. Jerome wrote such comforting words: “I have never heard of
anyone dying a bad death who in his life time had fervently fulfilled acts of mercy. For the Lord God has
many of these and it is not likely that God would leave so many contributors without a hearing.”

St. Augustine wrote: “An ant gathers reserves for the winter; you, by giving alms to the poor are
preparing for a happy life beyond the grave.”




