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Here one should notice that when any of the other sacraments are administered, they bring
grace only to that one soul whereas the sacrament of Matrimony when administered involves two
individuals at the same time and brings lasting grace at the same time to two souls, that in God they
would be made one soul in Christ.

When it concerns a closer qualification of the sacramental grace of matrimony, the Council of
Trent declared that it is grace that perfects a natural love so that it would be similar to that love with
which Christ loves His Church; furthermore, a closer connection strengthens the bond of marriage and
also dedicates the husband and wife to God’s service.

It doesn’t mean that as if grace freed the changeable human heart from all of its faults, whims
and weaknesses as though it removed from the married couple all the difficulties and burdens of
married life; no that doesn’t do, that is not its purpose, but it ennobles and raises the heart and soul,
giving them supernatural strength for the battles of life, for a mutual sacrifice of themselves every day
and always even until death.

In particular, sacramental grace makes love wise and enlightened, pointing out that the beauty
of the body quickly slips away and what is worthy of respect and desire is only worked out at the dawn
of God’s perfect moral beauty made up from truth and virtue, from sacrifices and from fulfilling with
love for God every duty for one’s marriage partner and the children.

Grace makes love just, faithful, patient and merciful. No one on earth is without faults. Both
marriage partners also have faults. However, grace causes that each one of the married couple sees
his/her own shortcomings first and he them stifles the excuses that rise to his lips, he hands out an
acquittal and the reproaches that are being born in his heart he changes into good counsels.

“The perfection of a person,” says St. Francis de Sales, “is love and the perfection of love is
sacrifice.” Grace makes love generous and sacrificial. It brings about that when one of the married
couple experienced betrayal in marriage, despite that, he continues to remain honest and noble; when
he was innocently judged of treachery and condemned, he did not become bitter, nor did he curse;
when he was pushed aside and when all of his attempts to draw closer were disregarded, he continues
further on the road of goodness and faithfulness.

And if there is a need, like the Savior, he will give his life out of love in sacrifice, a husband for
his wife, a wife for her husband, both of them for their children.

Such strength and such lights are found in the grace of the sacrament. One only needs to know
how and want to pull them out, to take possession of, to use up, to the very bottom, to take advantage
of to the very end.

Marriage between Christians is a sacrament. Christ gave the administration of the sacraments
only to the Church. Then the Church, as itself designates what belongs to the dispensing, the importance
of Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist and the Church also designates who can receive the sacrament
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of Matrimony, what is needed from the betrothed, so that their contract would be legally composed and
the fulfilled sacrament received.

In the same way, as soon as the watch over marriage was given to the Church, not only in the
moment when a marriage is being contracted, but for the entire time of the existence of this sacrament,
only the one Church may judge according to the Gospel.

The right of controlling this sacrament, of judging matters dealing with the bond of marriage,
the spiritual authorities of the Church received them strictly for themselves and cannot step aside for
anyone else. If the Church would allow a secular authority to rule over matters that are strictly spiritual,
it would not be fulfilling its sacred mission and it would betray God and the faithful.

By this, the Church does not exclude secular authorities by any means from getting involved in
matters connected to a marriage. For it knows well that marriage is the beginning of a family and
society, therefore a lot depends on the State for the regulation of marriage from which the State got its
existence.

The Church also knows that secular authority is from God, and that Christ Himself ordered to
give to State what belongs to the State. But, that State authority, because it is secular, can refer to and
in these things refers only to circumstances, to matters of a strictly temporal nature, of a worldly nature
such as are regulated by laws dealing with property, heir protection and care of children, permission for
minors. In these and similar cases, the secular authority has the right to see that law and order prevail.

With the conviction that the authority of the law giver and the judicial power in matters dealing
with the bond of marriage belong strictly to the Church — the Church, from the beginning introduced its
own legislation on marriage that opposed that of the Jews and Romans in many points. The Roman
Emperors, after they accepted Christianity, in time changed the Roman law to agree with the law of the
Church.

Thus, for the good of all spiritual and secular authorities, for the peace and happiness of society,
it should have stayed that way for the entire future. Unfortunately, things happened differently.
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April 13,1958
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

One of the most important and most serious institutions in the world is marriage. Back in the
dawn of civilization, that was still in Paradise, God the Creator instituted it when He said to Adam and
Eve, the first people: “Grow and multiply and fill the earth.”

Marriage is like a tree in God’s garden and the fruit of that tree are good children. God also
instituted marriage for the mutual support of the married couple. Before He created Eve, God said: “It is
not good for man to be alone; let us make him a helper similar to himself.”

A woman, who is weaker by nature and needs a guide and s support; a man, however, who in
the midst of difficulties and labors, must strive for their upkeep and returns home weary, demands good
cheer and rest in the bosom of the family.

A man distinguishes himself more by his intelligence and his drive to action and activity and the
field of his action is the entire world; a woman again guides herself by feelings and is satisfied with quiet
activity in the home. The poet rightly says, “A man’s home is the world, while the world of awoman is
her home.”

Thus a married coupled mutually completes each other with reciprocal benefits. Marriage serves
in the temporal happiness of a married couple, in the thought of noble minded-people: “Where might is
joined with grace, there life resounds in agreement with the sound.”

Marriage also has a third purpose, namely, to avoid sins which degrade man’s dignity. Marriage
without an honorable understanding of it cannot be a successful marriage.

From this point to our talk entitled:
MARRIAGE, A HOLY AND BLESSED STATE

This truth is clear and is proven by the experience of all peoples and times, that the vigor, the
safety and prosperity of the State and nations stems, above all from the bodily and moral health of the
family. And the fact that the source, the root, the foundation of the family is marriage, therefore,
ultimately, whatever the marriage is like such is the family, such is the nation, such is society.

Since it is so, since the health, power and happiness of human society depends more on the
purity and holiness of the family, of the marriage, rather than from the level of education, prosperity, or
military might since the loosening of the marriage bonds and the degeneration of the family unerringly
draws after itself the decay and loss of the nation, it would only be right to expect that all legislators,
statesmen, the educated in general, everyone to whom the health of their fatherland is dear would
extend efforts to constantly strengthen marriage bonds in order to safeguard the holiness of the family
hearth.
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Meanwhile, the exact opposite is happening. We are witnesses of the intentions and efforts in
almost all nations to strip marriage of its holy character, to substitute a religious marriage with a worldly
marriage, in a word, to push aside the ruling of God in the number of ties that are completely secular.

This blow on the holiness of marriage is only one of the symptoms of the battle which the
enemies of Christianity want to secularize the entire life of human society and thus separate education
from religion, a citizen from a Christian, in a word, to ruin all ties linking the created with the Creator.

In imitation of other faiths and of people of no faith, our voices agree heard too often arguing
that a church marriage is an out dated institution; that the laws of the Church excessively limit the
personal freedom of individuals; that the time has come to throw off the yoke of the Church in
accordance with the progress.of the people and create new marital legislation that is purely worldly
assuring every person total human freedom of a citizen.

And quite a large group of Catholics were led astray by this deceptive and lying slogan and they
vacillate between truth and falsehood as though they never knew that where God spoke and where His
Church gave its firm decision, there is no longer place for faltering and for erroneous debate.

It is enough at this moment to remind you of what Pope Leo XIIl wrote in his immortal encyclical
— On Matrimony: “To the bishops, before all else, Christ entrusted the duty of keeping watch so that
God'’s teaching on marriage remained clean and immaculate. In the moments after in which dark forces
are preparing to poison the sourced of life in society, to tear up its roots, dig up the supernatural
foundation of the life of the nation and the State we cannot be silent.

In sensing that it is our duty, we turn to you, our dear sons and daughters of the holy Catholic
Church in order by a common message remind you of the holiness of the bond of marriage and to warn
you about the dangers.

We want our voice to be heard everywhere, in the cities and in the villages, in the palaces and in
the huts because this pertains to everyone, the learned and the less enlightened, the powerful and the
weak, the richest and the poor.”

As was already mentioned at the beginning of this talk, marriage did not arise from the will of
the authority of the State, for that came about much later, but it was instituted by the Lord God at the
same time as the creation of the first human couple. The Creator also declared the main purpose of
marriage, to people earth and heaven with worshippers of God and further to help each other in
mutually becoming nobler.

“They will be two in one body!” Here the Creator through the lips of Adam defined the basic
attributes of a true marriage: Unity and indissolubility. In the world there is nothing closer and more
permanent than the unit y of the members of the same body. Therefore, if two people, by the mutual
surrender of their entire person fuse two lives into one life and if between them they produce a bond in
imitation of the members in one body, that bond must be irrevocable, inseparable and indissoluble.
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The main force and permanence of this life-long bond comes not from the will of the husband,
nor from the will of his wife, but above all, from the Will of God.

One must remember this well, that three wills entered into the first bond of marriage in
paradise and from then on, they should create every marriage: the Holy Will of God, the free will of the
man and the free will of the woman. That is why, that before everything else, the Will of God enters and
strengthens the bond of marriage and the person who would leave his wife, at the same time separates
himself from God and the woman who would separate herself from her lawful husband, separates
herself at the same time from God. Meanwhile, they are both trampling not laws that are purely human,
but are the laws of God.

Finally, from the quoted words of our Creator God, it shows that marriage, as a natural
agreement of living together, as sharing in the creative acts of God, from its beginning, was not only an
important arrangement of society, but a religious and holy institution, subject in its essence to the law
of God and of religious authorities and not to the purely worldly laws and worldly authorities.

This was the conviction that always existed in the souls of all peoples, even in the souls of the
wild tribes where marriage was always carried out by a religious ceremony, by the recitation of prayers,
making an offering and so on.

The bond of marriage of our first parents in Paradise was to be the example for all future
marriages. However, when through sin it began to darken and break the conscience of people, and their
knowledge of the origin, meaning and attributes of marriage. Christ Who came to correct everything
that had become contaminated and broken, brought help and medicine to degraded marriage.

He did not throw out the past, nor did He institute some sort of totally new marriage, but that
which He found as Skarga says, “He cleaned with His teaching from the old stains of multiple marriages
and divorces and then to respectability as it was in the beginning as instituted by God.

When the Pharisees turned to Him with the question, “Is a person permitted to leave his wife
for any reason?” Christ answered: “Haven’t you read that God Who created man, created both male and
female?” and He added, “For that reason, a person leaves father and mother and joins his wife in such a
way that the two become one body. Thus they are no longer two but one body. Thus, they are no longer
two but one body. What God has joined together, let no man put asunder.”

The Pharisees answered Him — “Then, why did Moses tell them to give a letter of divorce to his
wife and send her away?” Christ answered — “Because of the hardness of your heart s Moses allowed
you to send your wife away, but it was not like that in the beginning. But, | say to you, except for an
incident of immorality, whoever sends his wife away and takes another commits adultery. And who
would take up with such a person commits adultery.”

In the Old Order, a divorce was allowed especially when the woman broke her marital faith. In
the New Order which is progress and an order of the highest religious and moral perfection, that
permission was recalled once and for all, lifted by the God-Man, the Highest Law Giver.
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In the case of adultery of one of the married couple is from now on a separation from the bed
and table, or from living together. The bonds of marriage however, continue for these separated
persons and the contraction of a new marriage is severely forbidden.

The Christ basically allows the man who has been betrayed on the part of his wife only a
separation from bed and table, and not a divorce in the strict meaning of the word come from the
declaration that if that husband, after casting aside his traitorous wife, united himself with another
woman, then that second bond would not be a permitted marri age but would be an unlawful,
adulterous bond.

It is the same for the woman who has been pushed aside on account of her breach of faith and
she is not permitted to marry another as long as her husband is living. If, despite the prohibition of
Christ, someone else would marry her, that union would equally be only a sinful union.

It was in this way and no other way that the Apostles understood the teaching of Christ, and
this, for them was something new for they just as all of the Jews, were brought up with the
understanding that adultery committed by one of that pair is enough to break the bond of marriage,
They gave voice to their opinion, expressing the warning: “If such is the matter between a husband and
wife, it is better not to marry.”

Christ despite the fears of the Apostles was always ready to straighten out every wrong
interpretation of His teaching, but He did not recall any of the newly announced marriage legislation
but, on the contrary, with His entire Divine dignity, He upheld His decision: “Whoever would dismiss his
wife and take another commits adultery with her. And if a wife would leave her husband and go with
another, she also commits adultery.”

Following Christ, St. Paul the Apostle of the Nations announces: “A wife is bound by law as long
as her husband is alive and if her husband dies, then she is free.”

Christ not only returned marriage to its original unity and indissolubility. He did much more. He
determined that a marriage between Christians must be arranged in imitation of His miraculous,
mysterious union with the Church.

This union of Christ with the Church is brought about by grace and by a supernatural love which
brings about that both — Christ and the Church become, as it were, One Body. Therefore, the union of a
man and a woman in Christian marriage, if it is to be truly a picture, a sign, an imitation of Christ’s
marriage with the Church, with the souls in Church, it must perfect itself through grace and through
supernatural and godly love. In other words, the basis of the marriage tie must be the permanent state
of sanctifying grace.

God provides permanent grace through the Sacraments therefore Christ raised Christian
marriage to the dignity of one of the sacraments of the New Order. And here rests the essential, basic
difference between pre-Christian marriage and Christian marriage.
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That one was a religious bond, but of itself it did not give grace; ours is a sacred, supernatural
bond that gives grace. That Christ basically changed a former natural marital promise into a Sacrament
stems from the words of St. Paul, who, in his letter to the Ephesians reminds the married couple that
they must love each other with the kind of love with which Christ loves His Church and the Church loves
Christ, and then he ends by saying: “This is a great sacrament and | speak in Christ and in the Church.”

The Apostle here calls marriage not only a Sacrament, but a great Sacrament, but a great
mystery, as a picture, as a reflection of things that are secret, great, the greatest mainly the union of
Christ through the bonds of grace in supernatural love with His Holy Church; not only and because
marriage in itself is a true sacrament, it is not only a sign of grace, but it is a source of grace. This is how
they understood it and thus our Popes and our Universal Church taught. Such is the common teaching of
the Western and the Eastern Church.

Please be aware of one thing; The Apostle did not say that the sacrament is in marriage, but that
Christian marriage itself is a sacrament, or that Christ did not add on to the former natural contract of
the sacrament, but He raised Christian marriage to the dignity of a sacrament. The results are of a great
weight. If marriage itself is a sacrament, then contracts are not permitted between Christians in which
the betrothed couple express their mutual agreement to married life separate from the sacrament of
marriage.

This means that it is not that one act creates the contract of marriage and another the
sacrament, but by one and the same undivided action, in one and the same moment the promise and
the sacrament is performed in such a way that without important marriage talk the sacrament does not
exist and the opposite, since marriage talk is important so too, is the sacrament important. Therefore,
the dispensers, the creators of the promise and the sacrament are the engaged couple.

In stating their agreement to married life they administer to each other at the same time the
sacrament. Then in Christianity, great is the dignity of the bride and the bridegroom.

The priest is needed according to God’s will expressed by the lips of the Church by the
contraction of a marriage, but only as a first row witness, as a substitute for Christ Who, though invisible
joins His hands with hands of the bride and groom, and He permeates their promise with His grace and
ultimately confirms, strengthens and blesses them.

We find the confirmation of this lesson in the ceremony of the vows by which the sacrament is
fulfilled. The engaged man says: “I take you as my wife and | vow to you my love, faith and marital
honesty, and | will never leave you, until death.” The engaged woman expresses here agreement to this
married life.

The priest only adds: “I take you who are present as witnesses, so that you would witness to this
marriage that has been legally contracted between these individuals and confirmed by the Church!”
Then the priest prays: “What God has united, let no man separate. And for that reason, |, with the
authority of the Church, confirm and bless this marriage.”




